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The French Revolution
From Estates General to National Assembly


The gamble: Call the Estates General to pass new taxes, May 5, 1789


Composition of the Three Estates


Cahiers de dolerance

Abbe Siyes, “What is the Third Estate?”


The gamble fails: National Assembly formed June 17, 1789

The Constituent Assembly - June 1789 - October 1791


May 4, 1789

Estates General meets, Third Estate forms National Assembly


June 20, 1789

Tennis Court Oath


July 1789

Formation of Constituent Assembly


July 14, 1789

Storming of the Bastile


August 1789

The Great Fear


August 4, 1789
August Decrees


October 15, 1789
March on Versailles - What was the Parisian mob?





Civil Constitution of the Clergy

National Assembly and War (1791-1792)


1791


Inauguration of Constitution


June 20, 1791

Louis XVI and the “Flight to Varennes”


August 1791

Pillnitz Declaration


April 1792

Declaration of war against Austria - “A war of peoples against kings”

Questions while reading Faust and Fichte:

What is the conversation between The Lord and Mephistopheles about?  What other

Biblical motifs does it draw upon?  Why does Mephistopheles believe he can way Faust?

Historically speaking, how do you think the struggle between Faust and Mephistopheles 

representative of the culture of Romanticism?  How do we see the struggle between reason and passion playing itself out in the first half of the play?  

Thinking about Robespierre’s needs for terror, how reasonable does reason seem, and   

why might there be a revolt against it?  In general, how do we see the idea of the “deal with the Devil” working today?  How does the cultural theme laid out in Goethe’s work continue in contemporary society?

Fichte writes about the need to create a German nation based upon its own “pure” culture. 

If Goethe is seen as one of the fathers of German literature, how do you think a work like Faust might function within a German nation?

