Week of February 1, 2009 

Because there is no class on Wednesday, some of this may spill over into next week.  Also, look for the study notes for Heart of a Dog later this week.

Finally, unless we are discussing a book on a given day, you are free to attend either the 1:00 or 2:00 PM sections of this class; they are identical and they both meet in this room.
Modern Thought in Europe

Karl Marx and the rise of the masses


Communist Manifesto (1848)


“All that is solid melts into air”

Charles Darwin – Evolution and the Descent of Man


Voyage of The Beagle

From Darwin to Social Darwinism

Friedrich Nietzsche and the rejection of the Enlightenment


“Truth” as “a mobile army of metaphors, metonyms, and anthropomorphisms.”


Thus Spoke Zarathustra and the “Superman” (Übermensch)

Beyond Good and Evil and morality
Richard Wagner and the Gesamtkunstwerk
Sigmund Freud – birth of the psychological

Discuss Gustav Klimt and his art – how is it modern?

England - India,  Asia, and “New Imperialism”


From East India Company to direct imperial rule

Sepoy Mutiny (1857)

Indian Acts (1858)


Economics and defense of India



Opium Wars (1839-42) and Treaty of Nanking (1842)



Afghan Wars (1838, 1878)



Suez Canal (1869)



Occupation of Egypt (1885)


The Boxer Rebellion (1900) – the rise of Japan and the end of the Qing

The Scramble for Africa 


Racial, religious and ethnic superiority



Imperialism and Nationalism



Economic reasons




Berlin Conference (1885) and the shape of Africa



France, Algeria (1830) and French colonization



Fashoda (1898) and Anglo-French compromise


Belgium and Africa



King Leopold and the Congo




Stanley and Livingstone





Belgian Free State (1906)


Britain and Africa



From Cape Colony to Union of South Africa



Cecil Rhodes and Africa


Germany - Cameroon, Tanzania and Namibia



Herero War (1904-1908) and genocide



Germany’s “Place in the Sun”

Industrialization and Urbanization in 1900

Work, labor and unions



Rise of Socialist parties




Germany – SDP (1890)

Austria - SDP (1889)




France – Worker’s Party (1880)
Britain – Labor Party (1900)




Radicalism in Russia



Worker culture and practices



1905 and the crisis of Social Democracy


Growth of the urban centers



Paris and Hausmann



Berlin and the Mietkasernen (rental barracks)



London as a global center



Saint Petersburg, Moscow and the consequences of urbanization

For Next Week – continue reading the textbook to get the basic facts about events leading up to the First World War.  Keep in mind the theme of modern and national.  For modern ideas, read the excerpt from Ernst Jünger’s Storm of Steel (linked on the syllabus page).  Is being modern being rational?  Can rationality be destructive?  How do we see the modern war experience in Jünger?  Also, keep in mind the breaking of empires and the making of nations.  Scroll through the maps at the IEG website

