Week of February 17, 2010
Please Remember
On Monday, February 22, we will be discussing Heart of a Dog.  For this class, you must attend your scheduled time or I will deduct a letter grade from your paper grade.  I will take attendance to enforce this policy.

If your last name is from A through L, come to the first 25 minutes of the section.

If your last name is from M through Z, come to the final 25 minutes of the section.

All papers must be electronically submitted to the turnitin.com box on the Angel site.  You should bring a hard copy to class for your own reference, but I will only accept electronic copies.  Late papers will be penalized by a letter grade per day.

Finally, keep in mind that The Magic Lantern is probably the most challenging of the books so if you plan on skipping a paper, try to skip that one.

As far as the book goes, think about it in terms of how someone who lived and suffered through the Stalinist period saw the Soviet Union.  How is this work of fiction like a historical document?  Also, the book deals in the absurd – just try and roll with the punches.

Finishing up the Great War
The East and the Balkans


Russia and the failure of the un-industrial army - Galicia Offensive (1915)


Britain fails to help Russia - Dardenelles (1915)


Russia falls apart - Poland (1916), Finland and Lithuania (1917)


Russian Revolution and Treaty of Brest-Litovsk


Ukraine, Latvia, Transcaucasia and Estonia independent (1918)
The War at Home


British blocade of Germany


Labor shortages and women in the workforce


The Turnip Winter of 1916-1917


Enthusiasm for war turns to discontent


Easter Uprising in Ireland (1917)
The tide turns against Germany


The naval war and American involvement - Sinking of the Lusitania (May 17, 1915)


German spring offensive (March 1918)


Allied summer offensive (July 1918)

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The End in the East

The end of the Romanov Dynasty and the February Revolution (1917)


Vladimir Lenin and “What is to be Done?”


Kerensky, Menscheviks, and Bolsheviks

The November Revolution, and the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk

The End in the West

The next level of technology – tanks, airplanes, assault rifles and stormtroopers


American involvement and Allied breakthrough


Mutinies and revolts in Germany


Abdication of Wilhelm II (November 9, 1918) and armistice (November 11)

The Treaty of Versailles and its consequences


The “Big Four” (UK - Lloyd George, FR - Clemenceau, US - Wilson, IT - Orlando)


Wilson’s Fourteen Points


Paris Peace Conference 



Treaty and ultimatum (May 7 and June 16)


War guilt clause – Article 218 and reparations

From Revolutionary Russia to the Soviet Union

Lenin, Trotsky and the Russian Civil War


Whites, Reds, and Greens


Foreign occupation of Russia


War Communism, Terror, and the Checka

Exporting the Revolution?


War with Poland (1919-1920)


Bavarian and Hungarian Soviet Republics (1919)


Spartacist Uprising in Berlin (1919)


Europe and the Red Scare

From Marx to Lenin to Dictatorship


Marx and notion of “dictatorship of the proletariat”


Lenin’s “What is to be Done” and vanguard ideology


Tenth Party Congress (1921) and prohibition of factions within the party


Economic Reform and the NEP


Establishment of the Soviet Union (1922)


Lenin’s death and warnings about Stalin 

Joseph Stalin (1881-1953) and the importance of being General Secretary

vs. Leon Trotsky and Internationalists


vs. “Left” of Kamanev and Zinoviev


vs. “Right” of Bukharin and Rykov

End of NEP and the Stalinist Economy


Five Year Plans and the Soviet economy


The “Magnetic Mountain” and the promise of Communism


Collectivization of agriculture


Ukranian Famine (1932-1934)

Cult of Personality – from Lenin to Stalin


Lenin’s Tomb and Leningrad


“Papa” Stalin and propaganda



Assassination of Kirov (1934) and The Great Purge


The Moscow Trials


Trials of the Red Army leadership


The “Gulag Archipelago,” labor camps, and political arrests


Economic connections?


Evgenia Ginzburg (1906-1977) and exile to Magadan



Mikhail Bulgakov (1891-1940) and culture under Stalin
