Week of April 5, 2010
Business Items
I didn’t realize that The Stranger was due the Monday right after we returned from break.  Obviously, we haven’t spoken about post-war Europe or decolonization, so that is kind of a problem.  Therefore, the paper is delayed until  next Wednesday, April 14.  The final paper will be delayed until the final week of class.  I will rework the syllabus this week and get things rearranged.

This also means that people are probably coming for a split section today when there will be none.  I will be giving brief lectures on post-war Europe and the beginning of the Cold War.  Tentatively, we will be covering post-war Europe today, the origins of the Cold War on Wednesday, and decolonization next Monday.

Finally, there is no class this coming Friday, April 9, 2010.  I am giving a paper at a German history conference at Canisius College and cannot make it to class.

I have either sent a grade to, or have the corrected papers for Ordinary Men today.  My wife was in Colorado for the whole break and was unable to get all the exams finished.  You will have them Wednesday.  If you did not have a grade e-mailed to you or did not get a paper back today, I do not have your paper.  E-mail it to me as soon as possible if you did it.  There were many fewer papers turned in than I expected, especially in the 2:00 section where I forgot to open up the turnitin.com box.
Europe at “Zero Hour”


The Toll on Europe – 36.5 million dead (19 million civilian, 17.5 million military)


Yugoslavia – 13% of population (1.4 million civilian plus military)



Poland – 20% of population (over 5 million civilian plus military)



Russia – 9% of population (25 mil total – 16 civilian, 8.6 military)



Germany – 6.5% of population (not including forced resettlements later)



France – less than 1.5% of population, mostly military early in war


Refugees, Resettlement and Redrawing Ethnic Lines

Germany – Over 7 million from former German territories, other places in Europe



Hungary – relocated from Yugoslavia, Romania, and Slovakia

Poland – Border moved west to the “Curzon Line” – elimination of Jewish minority


DPs – 7.5 million “Displaced Persons” and forced repatriations

Planning for Post-War Europe

Territory and diplomacy



Atlantic Charter (1941)



Tehran Conference (1943)



Yalta Conference (1945)



Potsdam Conference and the fate of Germany (1945)



Morgenthau Plan and deindustrialization

Territorial changes – Germany loses Silesia, East Brandenburg and Pomerania




The Soviet Union and reparations



The Nuremberg Trials and International Law


Economy and Social Welfare


Bretton Woods Conference, hard currency, and the World Bank (1944)



The Beveridge Report and the British Social Welfare State



The Monnet Plan and French industrial planning

The End of European Dominance

Arrival of the Americans and the Soviets and competing visions for Europe



Soviet Union - economic and security buffer zone



United States - market capitalism to foster stability and growth




Would the United States retreat home like in 1918?




France, Britain and the need for American commitment



Persistence of “The German Problem”


The Hunger Years and Post-War Turmoil


Attitudes towards liberal democracy vs. authoritarian communism



Collaboration and retriubtion



Dissolution of the empires – Dutch, Belgian, British, and French



Winter and famine (1946)



America commits to rebuilding Europe’s economy




The Marshall Plan and European Recovery Program

The Origins of the Cold War


Winston Churchill and the Iron Curtain Speech (1946)


George Kennan, the “Long Telegram,” and the doctrine of Containment



America and the atom bomb (1945)



Truman Doctrine (1947) and insurgency in Greece



Berlin Blockade (1949)



NATO (1949) and Warsaw Pact (1955)

The Division of Europe


Poland under Soviet occupation



Warsaw Uprising (1944)


Czechoslovakia, communism, and Stalinist coup d’etat (1948)


Soviet Union detonates atomic bomb (1949) – end of the American monopoly

The Division of Germany

From four zones to two, and the issue of reparations


Denazification, its extent, impact and ultimate abandonment


Introduction of the West German Mark and division (1949)


Federal Republic of Germany (West)



Konrad Adenauer and the “Bonn Republic”



The politics of forgetting



The Wirtschaftswunder – Economic wonder of West Germany


German Democratic Republic (East)



Walter Ulbricht and the struggle for legitimacy



The Socialist Unity Party (SED)
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From British India to the Republic and Pakistan


Divide and rule as imperial strategy


Europe and the “Myth of Good Rule”


Mohammed ali Jinna and the Muslim League


Mahatma Gandhi and non-cooperation


World War II and Quit India


Partition, independence (1947) and its consequences

France and Algeria


Nationalism, imperialism, and compensation


Role of French settlement, belief in French culture and assimilation


Algerian Civil War (1954-1962) – the FLN and Arab nationalism


Franz Fanon’s Wretched of the Earth

Fall of the Fourth Republic (1958) and the attempted coup d’etat

Decolonization and the Cold War

The Malay Emergency (1948-1960) – civil war, ethnic war, or revolution?


Hong Kong and China’s role in the Pacific


French Indochina and Dien Bien Phu (1954)



Ho Chi Minh and Vietnamese communism



American aid and French fighting



America and the “Domino Theory”

The Vietnam War (1962-1973 for the United States) and Vietnamese victory (1975)

The Suez Crisis (1956) 

Palestine and Israel (1949)


Gamal Abdel Nasser and Arab Nationalism


Nationalization and British, French, and Israeli invasion


American response and fallout

The End of Empire in Africa

Great Britain and the Mau Mau Rebellion (1952-1960)


South Africa and Apartheid


Belgium abandons the Congo (1960)


Portugal as the final hold out (1975 in Angola and Mozambique)


Rwanda and genocide (1994)

