Week of April 26, 2010

· I’ll have the Stranger papers all back by Wednesday.  My wife is writing a conference paper and I couldn’t grade over the weekend.

· We will be watching The Lives of Others on Friday and Monday. The papers are due on the last day of class – I’ll have a drop box open over the weekend.

· You may come to either scheduled final exam – on Monday or Thursday at 1:40.
Willy Brandt and Ostpolitik – Solving the German Problem?

Germany’s diplomatic status after 1949


International recognition and the United Nations



The Quadripartite Agreement (1971) and Berlin



Basic Treaty (1972) and UN Membership (1973)


“Der Kneefall” – Brandt, Poland and rapprochement


Unification in German foreign diplomacy

Recession and the End of the Good Times

Nixon, the end of the hard dollar and inflation (1972)


OPEC, oil embargo, and energy shortages (1973)


Unemployment, welfare, and the decline of industry


Return of the Conservatives – Margaret Thatcher (1979-1990) vs. the Welfare State



Falklands War (1983) and snap elections



Crushing the unions – National Union of Miners strikes (1984-1985)



Privatization and efficiency

The 1970s – Terror in the Shadow of Democracy

England, Northern Ireland and “The Troubles”



Bloody Sunday (1972)



Germany – Red Army Faction and the Baader-Meinhof Gang




The German Autumn (1977)



Italy – The Red Brigades and the “Years of Lead”


Germany and the rise of the Greens



Ecology and nuclear disarmament



1983 – Greens enter German parliament as official party


Spread of Democracy



Greece, Cyprus (1975) and the end of the colonels



Portugal and the end of Salazar (1975)



Spain, Juan Carlos and the restoration of democracy (1977)

From Détente to the “Second Cold War”


Soviet invasion of Afghanistan (1979)


Solidarity and Poland (1980)


Nuclear disarmament movement in Europe and diplomatic relations


The problem of intermediate range missiles 



SS-20s vs. Pershing and cruise missiles


Gorbachev (1985) –Soviet weaknesses



INF Treaty (1988)



Pullout from Afghanistan (1989)
