April 30, 2009
Today – Lecture on Nazism and the Second World War – the course will end with the division of Europe with a brief epilogue.

We will watch part of Conspiracy in the middle of class.

I had food poisoning over the weekend and I’ll be getting to your papers and e-mails over the next couple days.  I’ll also be working on them during the film.
Adolph Hitler, Nazi Ideology and the Rise of the Party


Service in First World War (1914-1918)


Joins NSDAP (1920)
Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbieterpartei




National socialist German worker’s party


Beer Hall Putsch (1923), prison, and Mein Kampf (1924)


Economic collapse and rise to power – Why did Germans vote for Hitler?

1928 elections - 3%
1930 elections - 18%
1932 elections - 37%, then 33%

Nazi Germany and the Racial State

Reichstag Fire and Ermächtigungsgesetz (1933)


Gleichschaltung – “Coordination” and the end of democracy


“Night of the Long Knives” or Röhm Putsch (1933)


Rise of the SS (Schützstaffel) and Himmler


Nürnberg Party Rally (1934) and the 
Nürnberg Laws (1935)


Berlin Olympics (1936)


Kristallnacht (1938)

Hitler’s Foreign Policy and the Path to War


Remilitarization of the Rhine


Saar Plebicite (1936)


Austria and Anschluss (1938)


Sudetenland and the Munich Conference (1938)


Molotov-von Ribbentrop Pact (1939)

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Holocaust - From Oppression to the Ghettoes

Traditional vs. Eliminiationist Anti-Semitism


Functionalism vs. Intentionalism


Ghettoization of Polish Jews


Madagascar Solution

Racial Purity - The T4 Program and Euthanasia

Mid 1930s - mass sterilization (350,000)


1939 - first euthanasia of children (5,000 or so)


Plans called for 65-70,000 total euthanasia actions


Aktion T-4 – First use of gas vans and chambers (70,000 dead by Sept 1941)



Resistance – Family suspicion and Bishop von Galen in Münster 

The Invasion of Russia and the Radicalization of the Holocaust

Einsatzgruppen and the Kommisarbefehl


Babi Yar and Kovno


Chelmno (140,000 dead before Dec. 1941)


Wannsee Conference - January 20, 1942
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Hitler’s Foreign Policy and the Path to War


Basis of foreign policy


Economy, militarization, and the drive to war 


Remilitarization of the Rhine


Saar Plebicite (1936)


Austria and Anschluss (1938)


Sudetenland and the Munich Conference (1938)



Why didn’t anyone stop Hitler?


Molotov-von Ribbentrop Pact (1939)


Invasion of Poland (September 1, 1939)
Germany Ascendant, or German Luck?  The Early War


Division and destruction of Poland


Invasion of Norway and Denmark


The “Phoney War” ends – invasion of France and Low Countries (1940)



Why did France collapse so quicly?


Yugoslavia, Greece and the Balkans (Spring 1941)


Battle of Britain, terror bombing, Coventry and London


Battle of the Atlantic – strangling England


Operation Barbarossa and the invasion of the Soviet Union (Summer 1941)



German surprise, Soviet collapse – perhaps 4 million KIA and POW



Siege of Leningrad (1941-1944) – 1.2 million civilian dead



Battle of Moscow (January 1942) and the Russian winter

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1From Wannsee to the Harvest Festival

Death Camps



Treblinka - used carbon monoxide chambers - 840,000 dead



Chelmno - total of 250,000 in gas vans



Sobibor - 600,000 in carbon monoxide chambers - closed in 43 - revolt



Belzec - 140,000 in gas vans



Majdanek - several hundred thousands - carbon monoxide chambers



Auschwitz - between 1.6 and 2 million killed - Zyklon B in gas chambers


Clearing of Ghettoes


Role of Jewish councils, the Łodz Ghetto and the e -Warsaw Ghetto (1943)



Hungary and End of Mass Killings


Majdanek liberated early 1944 - order comes to end killings – excavation and burning bodies


Eichmann continues Hungarian deportations - May - July 1944 - 437,000 deported to Auschwitz


End of war and death marches

The Defeat of Nazi Germany

In the East

Battle of Stalingrad (Winter 1942-1943) and the destruction of the Sixth Army


Kursk (1943) Bagration (1944) and decisive defeat


Warsaw Uprising (Fall 1944) and role of the Soviet Union


The Battle of Berlin (April 16-May 2, 1945), Hitler’s suicide (April 30), and surrender


In the West


African and Italian campaigns, Rome conquered, Mussolini executed


Bombing war against urban populations 



Hamburg (July ’43 – 40,000 dead), Dresden (Feb ’45 – 25,000 dead )


D-Day and the Allied invasion in Normandy (June 6, 1944)

German Capitulation – May 7-8, 1945

Europe at “Zero Hour”


The Toll on Europe – 36.5 million dead (19 million civilian, 17.5 million military)


Yugoslavia – 13% of population (1.4 million civilian plus military)



Poland – 20% of population (over 5 million civilian plus military)



Russia – 9% of population (25 mil total – 16 civilian, 8.6 military)



Germany – 6.5% of population (not including forced resettlements later)



France – less than 1.5% of population, mostly military early in war


Refugees, Resettlement and Redrawing Ethnic Lines



Germany – Over 7 million from former German territories, other places in Europe



Hungary – relocated from Yugoslavia, Romania, and Slovakia



Poland – Border moved west to the “Curzon Line” – elimination of Jewish minority


DPs – 7.5 million “Displaced Persons” and forced repatriations

Planning for Post-War Europe

Territory and diplomacy



Atlantic Charter (1941)



Tehran Conference (1943)



Yalta Conference (1945)



Potsdam Conference and the fate of Germany (1945)



Morgenthau Plan and deindustrialization




Territorial changes – Germany loses Silesia, East Brandenburg and Pomerania




The Soviet Union and reparations



The Nuremberg Trials and International Law


Economy and Social Welfare


Bretton Woods Conference, hard currency, and the World Bank (1944)



The Beveridge Report and the British Social Welfare State



The Monnet Plan and French industrial planning

The End of European Dominance

Arrival of the Americans and the Soviets and competing visions for Europe



Soviet Union - economic and security buffer zone



United States - market capitalism to foster stability and growth




Would the United States retreat home like in 1918?




France, Britain and the need for American commitment



Persistence of “The German Problem”


The Hunger Years and Post-War Turmoil


Attitudes towards liberal democracy vs. authoritarian communism



Collaboration and retriubtion



Dissolution of the empires – Dutch, Belgian, British, and French



Winter and famine (1946)



America commits to rebuilding Europe’s economy




The Marshall Plan and European Recovery Program

The Origins of the Cold War


Winston Churchill and the Iron Curtain Speech (1946)


George Kennan, the “Long Telegram,” and the doctrine of Containment



America and the atom bomb (1945)



Truman Doctrine (1947) and insurgency in Greece



Berlin Blockade (1949)



NATO (1949) and Warsaw Pact (1955)

The Division of Europe


Poland under Soviet occupation



Warsaw Uprising (1944)


Czechoslovakia, communism, and Stalinist coup d’etat (1948)


Soviet Union detonates atomic bomb (1949) – end of the American monopoly

The Division of Germany

From four zones to two, and the issue of reparations


Denazification, its extent, impact and ultimate abandonment


Introduction of the West German Mark and division (1949)


Federal Republic of Germany (West)



Konrad Adenauer and the “Bonn Republic”



The politics of forgetting



The Wirtschaftswunder – Economic wonder of West Germany


German Democratic Republic (East)



Walter Ulbricht and the struggle for legitimacy



The Socialist Unity Party (SED)
