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The Rise and Fall of Divine Right in Europe

Louis XIV – “I am the State”


Assassination of Henry IV


Louis XIII and Cardinal Richelieu (1585-1642)



Suppression of Hugenots in Languedoc (1628-1629)



France and the Thirty Years’ War


Louis XIV (1635-1715) 



The Fronde (1648-1653) and the Paris Mob



Cardinal Mazarin, taxes, and pamphlets



Versailles, ceremony, and rule



Divine Right and ruling



The bourgeoisie and a professional bureaucracy



Colbert (minister 1661-1683), mercantilism, and tax farming



Revocation of the Edict of Nantes (1685)

Peter the Great (1682-1725) and Modernizing Russia

Peter’s Grand Tour of Europe (1697-98)


Boyars, Strelty revolt (1698), and the Table of Ranks


Saint Petersburg as the “Window On Europe”


Great Northern War (1700-1721) and wars against the Cossacks

Prussia and State Consolidation


Brandenburg as the “Sandbox of Europe”


Frederick William “The Great Elector” (1640-1688)



Military, bureaucratic, and political reforms


Frederick III “King in Prussia” (1688 [1701] – 1713)

Austria and the Ottoman Empire

Catholicism and cosmopolitanism – ruling a multi-ethnic state


Siege of Vienna (1683) – High water mark of the Ottoman Empire


Treaty of Karlowitz and the restoration of Hungary (1699)

England, Civil War and Restoration

James I (1603-1625), the House of Stewart and claims of Divine Right


Puritanism, Protestantism, and Catholicism


Charles I (1625-1649) and English Civil War (1642-1646)



Petition of Right (1628)



Long Parliament (1640-1653)



Oliver Cromwell, the New Model Army, and republic (1649-1660)



Restoration and Charles II (1660-1685)



Glorious Revolution (1688), William and Mary, and Bill of Rights

