History 116

Europe Since 1500

Spring 2009

Buffalo State College

Instructor Information:

Section 3790 – Thursday - 16:30 – 19:10 – Science 356

Instructor:
Brian Campbell, Ph.D.

E-mail:

campbebw@buffalostate.edu

Phone:

(716) 239-0213

Office hours and location  - Before and after class and by appointment

Course Description

This course will focus primarily on the rise of nationalism and the nation state as a defining element of European history since 1500.  We will examine Europe before it was national, emphasizing the role of religion, dynastic rule, local identities, and the beginnings of the rise of European imperialism.  We will discuss the importance of state building in early modern Europe, the rise of a commercial and professional middle class, and the development of nations and nationalism after the French Revolution.  We conclude with the violent extremes of nationalism in the twentieth century followed by attempts to build a more trans-national European community.

Books:

The following books are required and available for purchase:

Judith G. Coffin, et al., Western Civilizations, Volume 2

Rene Descartes, Discourse on Method and Other Writings
Lynn Hunt, ed., The French Revolution and Human Rights
Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness

Robert Browning, Ordinary Men

Grading and Evaluation:

Four, two page reaction papers of the longer texts
50% (12.5% each)

Midterm examination




20% 

Final examination




30%

Class attendance and participation
Students are expected to attend all class sections and have completed the required readings and assignments for that day.  Students may miss one class without an excuse.  Every other missed class will require an explanation and, if possible, a relevant letter confirming the reason for the missed class.  Each missed class after the first missed class will lower your final grade.  Students who miss half (that is, seven out of fourteen meetings) or more of the class meetings will receive an automatic failing grade.  

Students must complete the assigned readings prior to class and be prepared to discuss them.  At the end of each class, I will have some questions for you to consider during the week and which I will bring up during lecture.  If you do not understand a particular text, you should raise these questions in class so that the class can discuss them and learn from them.

Analyses of the Readings
Two weeks before we discuss the four books we are reading this semester I will give you two questions about them.  You are to answer them in a paragraph of approximately one page (double spaced, one inch margins and twelve point font). These reaction papers will receive a letter grade based on content.  If the writing is substandard, it will affect the grade, however.

You must complete the papers by class time and they must be brought to class.  We will use them during class discussion and I will ask students their thoughts on the questions in class.  If you already read Ordinary Men in my History 117 course, I will have an alternate set of questions for you.

I will not accept late papers.   Do not skip assignments and hope to turn in extra work at the last class because I will not accept them (unless you have a valid medical or family excuse, of course.)

Midterm and Final Exam
The short examinations will require you to identify and state the significance of terms we will be covering in class.  You will know the terms in advance and there will be an element of choice.  For example, you may have a list of twenty terms.  Twelve will be on the examination and you will have to answer eight.  I may include a longer essay or map component.  

The final exam will be more substantial and involve an essay component.  I will inform the class of the final examination format in advance.

Plagiarism and Academic Misconduct
You should be familiar with Buffalo State’s policies in this regard:

http://www.buffalostate.edu/academicaffairs/x607.xml
If you are caught plagiarizing or copying from another source, I will initiate academic dishonesty procedures against you as required.

Week One – January 29
Welcome to the Course, a look at Europe in 1492


Course expectations and discussion of goals, lecture on Europe during the Middle Ages, 




Europe’s place in global society

Week Two – February 5 
Conquest, Colonization, and Culture

Text: Chapters 11-12 



Europe in the world, the Reconquista, conquering of the Americas, legacy of the



Renaissance. 

Week Three – February 12
Reformation and State Building

Text: 
Chapters 13-14



Luther, Calvin, and the division of Western Christianity up to the Thirty Years War
Week Four – February 19
Rational Thought in Europe?

Text: 
Chapter 16

Descartes Discourses  


Humanism, the Scientific Revolution, the inquisition and witch trials
Week Five – February 26
The Rise and Fall of Divine Right

Text:
Chapter 15



Louis XIV as the “Sun King,” development of Prussia, rise of Russia and the English 




Civil War 

Week Six – March 5

Europe and the Enlightenment

Text:
Chapter 17

Immanuel Kant: “What is Enlightenment?” http://www.english.upenn.edu/~mgamer/Etexts/kant.html
The Enlightenment and the secular challenge, the Enlightened Despots, 

 Austrian empire building, decline of the Ottoman Empire

Week Seven – March 12
The French Revolution
Text:
Chapter 18

Lynn Hunt The French Revolution and Human Rights




Lecture on the origins and consequences of the French Revolution, Napoleonic 

        

Europe and globalizing the revolution
Week Eight – March 19
The Industrial Revolution and its Discontents

Text:
Chapters 19-20



Karl Marx The Communist Manifesto 

http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/communist-manifesto


Lecture on Romanticism, reaction and the early industrial revolution

Week Nine – Spring Break




Week Ten – April 2

New Nations - New Imperialism

Text:
Chapters 21-22


Germany, Italy, and wars of unification, the “New Imperialism” of the 19th century, consolidation


of the French nation





MIDTERM EXAMINATION

Week Eleven – April 9

Fin de Ciecle Europe on the Eve of War

Text:
Chapter 23

Joseph Conrad Heart of Darkness



Darwin, Nietzsche, and Freud, the rise of social democracy, collapse of the Ottoman Empire


Week Twelve – April 16
The First World War

Text: 
Chapter 24

Nationalism and imperial ambitions, the Great War, the Versailles Settlement and the shape of post-war Europe

Week Thirteen – April 23
The Lost Generation

Text:
Chapter 25


The Russian Revolution, America and Europe, inter-war culture, the rise of fascism


Movie:

Conspiracy
Week Fourteen – April 30
The Holocaust and the Crisis of the Enlightenment

Text:
Chapter 26

Christopher Browning Ordinary Men


Hitler’s Germany, race and ideology, World War II, and the Holocaust


Week Fifteen – May 7

Europe from Cold War to Union

Text: 
Chapters 27-29

The division of Germany and Europe, Central European revolutions, nuclear politics and “the German Problem,” the European Union, Yugoslavia and genocidal nationalism, the question of Russia

