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Demographic expansion


Enclosure and the Agricultural Revolution


Textiles and the origins of the Industrial Revolution


Colonies and the slave trade

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Three Forms of Enlightenment

Immanuel Kant - “What is Enlightenment?  Dare to know!”


Enlightenment principles - secular, rational, individual freedom and decision making


Voltaire (1694-1778) - Elite rationalism



Encouraged enlightenment through better leadership



Calas Affair (1761)


Jean-Jaques Rousseau (1712-1778) - Popular rationalism



Believed that rulers and subjects had responsibility to one another



The Social Contract (1762) - idea of the “general will”


Denis Diderot (1713-1784) - Science and the Enlightenment



Encyclopedia (1751-1771)

Enlightened Despotism


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Frederick the Great of Prussia (1740-1788)



Frederick and the War of Austrian Succession



The Seven Years’ War (1756-1763)



Religious toleration



Bureaucracy and military based on efficiency and merit


Joseph II of Austria (1765-1790)



Abolition of serfdom (1781)



Social reforms - food aid, education and support for indigent 


Catherine the Great of Russia

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1France in Crisis 1740-1788


Expensive wars:



War of Austrian Succession (1740-1748)



Seven Years War (1756-1763)



War of American Independence (French involvement:1778-1783)


Crisis with the Parlements


Jansenism and resistance to Louis XV (1715-1774)



Refusal to register taxes

Study Notes and Questions for The French Revolution and Human Rights
You should read the whole book if possible.  It consists of a brief essay explaining the history of the ideas of the Enlightenment and their relationship to the French Revolution and human rights and forty documents from the revolutionary period.

Two page reaction paper

As Hunt states, the book organizes the pursuit for human rights around four categories: poverty and property, race and slavery, religion, and women.  

Consider two of these categories and discuss how they relate to the Declaration of Human Rights from 1789 and to other documents in the collection.  Does the Declaration really make rights in these other areas possible?  How does the debate on these issues evolve after the passage of the Declaration?  Where does France end up in the last decade of the 18th century on these points?

