October 7 and 9, 2008

· Split sections to discuss Ordinary Men

· Lecture on foreign policy up to World War II, the Holocaust, and course of war
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Hitler’s Foreign Policy and the Path to War


Basis of foreign policy


Economy, militarization, and the drive to war 


Remilitarization of the Rhine


Saar Plebicite (1936)


Austria and Anschluss (1938)


Sudetenland and the Munich Conference (1938)



Why didn’t anyone stop Hitler?


Molotov-von Ribbentrop Pact (1939)


Invasion of Poland (September 1, 1939)
Germany Ascendant, or German Luck?  The Early War


Division and destruction of Poland


Invasion of Norway and Denmark


The “Phoney War” ends – invasion of France and Low Countries (1940)



Why did France collapse so quicly?


Yugoslavia, Greece and the Balkans (Spring 1941)


Battle of Britain, terror bombing, Coventry and London


Battle of the Atlantic – strangling England


Operation Barbarossa and the invasion of the Soviet Union (Summer 1941)



German surprise, Soviet collapse – perhaps 4 million KIA and POW



Siege of Leningrad (1941-1944) – 1.2 million civilian dead



Battle of Moscow (January 1942) and the Russian winter

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1From Wannsee to the Harvest Festival

Death Camps



Treblinka - used carbon monoxide chambers - 840,000 dead



Chelmno - total of 250,000 in gas vans



Sobibor - 600,000 in carbon monoxide chambers - closed in 1943 - revolt



Belzec - 140,000 in gas vans



Majdanek - several hundred thousands - carbon monoxide chambers



Auschwitz - between 1.6 and 2 million killed - Zyklon B in gas chambers

Clearing of Ghettoes


Role of Jewish councils, the Łodz Ghetto and the -Warsaw Ghetto (1943)



Hungary and End of Mass Killings


Majdanek liberated early 1944 - order comes to end killings – excavation and burning bodies


Eichmann continues Hungarian deportations - May - July 1944 - 437,000 deported to Auschwitz


End of war and death marches

The Defeat of Nazi Germany

In the East

Battle of Stalingrad (Winter 1942-1943) and the destruction of the Sixth Army


Kursk (1943) Bagration (1944) and decisive defeat


Warsaw Uprising (Fall 1944) and role of the Soviet Union


The Battle of Berlin (April 16-May 2, 1945), Hitler’s suicide (April 30), and surrender


In the West


African and Italian campaigns, Rome conquered, Mussolini executed


Bombing war against urban populations 



Hamburg (July ’43 – 40,000 dead), Dresden (Feb ’45 – 25,000 dead )


D-Day and the Allied invasion in Normandy (June 6, 1944)

German Capitulation – May 7-8, 1945
