History 117 

Europe in the Twentieth Century

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday: 8:00-9:00 AM

Spring Semester 2008

SCIE 220
Instructor:
Brian Campbell, Ph.D.

E-mail:

brianwcamp@yahoo.com
Phone:

(716) 239-0213

Office hours and location TBA

Course Description:

We will also focus on the process of European integration and the creation of a common economic and cultural identity after the trauma of what is sometimes called the Second Thirty Years War, the period of war, genocide, and ideological clashes from 1914 to 1945.  Beginning with the relative tranquility of fin-de-ciecle Europe, we will trace the origins of the First World War along side the demands that empire, democracy, and industry put on Europe’s newly formed nation states.  We will discuss the fallout of the Versailles Treaty and the strengthening American involvement in European affairs.  Special attention will be given to the Holocaust during the Second World War and subsequent efforts to pacify Germany while creating a new European identity, one which ultimately supplanted the Cold War conflict that divided the continent.

Required Textbook:
Mark Mazower, Dark Continent: Europe’s Twentieth Century
Additional Required Texts:
Timothy Garton Ash, The Magic Lantern
Mikhail Bulgakhov, Heart of a Dog

Christopher Browning, Ordinary Men
Albert Camus, The Stranger

Movies:

The Lives of Others (Die Leben des Anderens)
Conspiracy

Grading and Evaluation:

Presentation and short (2-3 pages) paper:
20%

Attendance and participation


10%

Essay (4-6 pages)



25%

Midterm examination



20%

Final examination



25%

This class is designed to introduce you to historical thinking and writing at the undergraduate level.  Good history requires an effective exchange of ideas, which means that each student will be judged not only on examinations, but on their oral and written skills as well.

The presentation and short paper will examine in more depth one of the class readings.  I have a list of questions matched with readings to prevent overlap and we will spend time dividing the list among the class.  Because the questions will be somewhat directive, you will already have the basis of a thesis.  The paper is designed to train you to use the evidence presented within the text to prove that thesis.  You will then present your conclusions to the class.  You do not need to read the paper aloud, but you may.  The short paper should be treated as a formal essay.  I will type up comments on your paper and return them to you, outlining its strengths and weaknesses.

Attendance is required in all classes.  I generally do not penalize you for missing a class or two, but I will deduct from your grade should absences be frequent.  If you have a legitimate excuse, please see me at once.  I am usually pretty lenient about missing classes for special occasions but please see me in advance.  I really, really do not appreciate the student who has not been at class all semester long and gives a big explanation in the last week.  I have e-mail and a phone, so it isn’t like you can’t get in touch with me.  Students are expected to be prepared for the lectures and discussions.  If it is clear that a student is not doing the required reading or preparation, I will deduct from this grade as necessary.  Discussion will not focus on the textbook, but the other readings.  The textbook readings are assigned for the week and you should be keeping up with it according to the syllabus.

For the examinations, you will be given a list of terms in advance.  Some of the terms will appear on the exam and you will be required to answer some portion of them.  For example, if you have a list of 25 terms, 12 may be on the exam and you will have to answer 10, so you will have some degree of choice.  I will also include geography questions on the exams.

I prefer to read written essays over longer examination questions, so in lieu of a long essay on your final, you will have to write a 4-6 page paper on the class’s readings.  You will receive a list of topics in advance and, of course, you are free to develop your own questions.  Papers will be penalized if late at a full letter grade per day, although I reserve the right to mitigate the penalty if there are extenuating circumstances.  If you have conflicting deadlines or other problems, let me know ahead of time.  I do grant extensions, but not ex post facto.  It is easier to grade all of an assignment at once instead of dragging it out over weeks.  If you hand in a late paper, you can expect to get a late response.  If a paper demonstrates noticeable weaknesses, I will allow revisions.  I consider revision to be part of the writing process and am more interested in developing student skills than penalizing poor work.  Keep in mind that as far as “poor work” goes, I do make a distinction between the need to develop skills and negligence.  I generally do not award extra credit, however.

Plagiarism and Academic Misconduct
You should be familiar with Buffalo State’s policies in this regard:

http://www.buffalostate.edu/academicaffairs/x607.xml
To be blunt, I routinely catch several students each semester engaging in this.  Don’t be that student.  I subscribe to turnitin.com and do, in fact, know how to use Google.  

Week One – The End of the Summer

January 23
Introductions and a look at the syllabus

January 25
Assign class presentations



Lecture:
Origins of nations.  Marx, Darwin and their influence

Week Two – Imperialism, Nationalism and War



Mazower:
Chapter One

January 28
Lecture:
Communism, Social Democracy and Trade Unions

January 30
Lecture:
Fin de ciecle culture in Europe

February 1
Lecture:
Imperialism and European power



Discuss Kipling’s “The White Man’s Burden”



http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/Kipling.html 

Week Three – The Great War and Versailles



Mazower:
Chapter Two

February 4
Lecture:
The origins and course of the Great War

February 6 
Discuss excerpt from Ernst Jünger’s Storm of Steel



http://www.cooper.edu/humanities/classes/coreclasses/hss3/e_junger.htm l
February 8
Lecture:
The Versailles Treaty and the shape of Europe
Week Four – Revolution and Radical Europe

February 11
Lecture:
Lenin and the Russian Revolution



Discuss Lenin’s What is to be Done? 


http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~wldciv/world_civ_reader/world_civ_reader_2/lenin.html 

February 13 
Lecture:
Stalin’s Russia, purges and famines

February 15 
Discuss Bulgakhov, Heart of a Dog (all)


Week Five – 
Rise of the Right



Mazower:
Chapters Three and Four

February 18 
Presdident’s Day – No Class

February 20 
Lecture:
Economic collapse and crisis

February 22
Lecture:
The Spanish Civil War and Mussolini’s Italy 

Week Six – The Road to War



Mazower:
Chapter Five

February 25
Lecture:
Hitler and the rise of Nazism

February 27 
Movie: Conspiracy



Also: Read the transcript of the Wannsee Conference at:



http://www.ghwk.de/engl/Prot-engl.pdf 

February 29
Finish Conspiracy and discuss film.

Week Seven – Total War and Genocide



Mazower:
Chapter Six

March 3
Lecture:
Munich, Poland, and the beginnings of the war
March 5 
Discuss first half of Browning, Ordinary Men

March 7 
Discuss second half of Browning, Ordinary Men 
Week Eight – The Iron Curtain and Cold War 



Mazower:
Chapter 7

March 10
Lecture:
The course of the Second World War in Europe

March 12
Lecture:
Yalta, Potsdam, and the origins of the Cold War

March 14
Midterm Examination
Week Nine – The End of Empire

March 17
Lecture:
The end of Europe’s imperial ambitions, Algeria and Suez

March 19 
Discuss first half of Camus, The Stranger


March 21 
Discuss second half of Camus, The Stranger

Week Ten – Spring Break

Week Eleven – Economic Miracle and Planned Stagnation 



Mazower:
Chapter 9

March 31
Lecture:
France, Germany, and the European Community

April 2

Discussion: 



Charles de Gaulle, “Europe and Its Role In World Affairs” 


http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1964-degaulle-europe1.html


de Gaulle, Le Grand "Non" 



http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1967-degaulle-non-uk.html 

April 4

Lecture: Life behind the Iron Curtain, the Berlin Wall, Hungary and European 



Marxism

Week Twelve – Radicalism and Reaction


Mazower:
Chapter 10 



April 7

Lecture:
1968 and Radical Europe 



I know there are three lectures this week.  In reality, I’m keeping a class open 


here in case we get off schedule.

April 9

Lecture:
The European Social Welfare State

April 11 
Lecture:
Thatcher and the Return of Conservatism

Week Thirteen – Behind the Iron Curtain 



Mazower:
Chapter 11



April 14
Lecture: 
Solidarity and the Second Cold War
April 16
Movie:
Das Leben der Anderen (The Lives of Others)
April 18 
Conclude and discuss the movie
 

Week Fourteen – Thaw, then the Flood

April 21
Lecture:
The collapse of Communism in Eastern and Central Europe

April 23 
Discussion of Ash, The Magic Lantern 

April 25 
Discussion of Ash, The Magic Lantern 

Week Fifteen – Europe as a Common Home



Mazower:
Chapter 12

April 28 
Lecture:
European integration since 1990

April 30
Lecture:
Concluding thoughts. 

Final Exam and Papers Due on Monday, April 5 at regularly scheduled class time

