January 25, 2008

First – Draft Day – cue the Sportcenter music
Then- Lecture

The Nineteenth Century in Thirty Minutes or Less . . . 
A Stable Century, or Dual Revolutions?

The turmoil of Revolutionary France and Europe (1789-1815)


Metternich and the Vienna System (1815-1848)


The persistence of the Old Regime – Russia, Prussia, and Austria


England and the Industrial Revolution


Railways, nation building, and the annihilation of time and space


Chemistry, electricity, machinery and the “Second Industrial Revolution”

Nationalism – From Revolutionary Force to “Blood and Iron”

Napoleon and the invention of France


Nationalism as a radical force – Hegel, nations, and freedom


1848 – the Springtime of Nations and the failure of revolution


Girabaldi, Cavour, and Italian unification (1859-1870)


Bismarck, liberalism, and German unification (1871)



Three Wars: 
Schleswig-Holstein War (1864)





German Civil War (1866)





Franco-Prussian (1871)


Struggle of the new nations against old empires



Poland and Russia



Austria – melting pot or powder keg?

Revolutions in Thought

Karl Marx – socialism and social science


Charles Darwin – Men from monkeys


Friedrich Nietzsche – The death of God


Sigmund Freud – Psychology and the subconscious

The Crisis of Europe – Facing the Modern

