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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The end of the war


Russian Revolution, treaty of Brest-Litovsk


German Revolution and Armistice (November 11, 1918)



Abdication of Wilhelm II, declaration of German Republic 

The Treaty of Versailles (June 28, 1919)

The “Big Four” (UK - Lloyd George, FR - Clemenceau, US - Wilson, IT - 
Orlando)


Wilson’s Fourteen Points


Paris Peace Conference 



Treaty and ultimatum (May 7 and June 16)


War guilt clause – Article 218 and reparations


Territorial changes - Germany, Russia, Austria-Hungary



Ethnicity as the basis of nations



Plebicite Areas – Poland, Denmark, and Germany



New nations in the East




Poland, Hungary, and Austria out of Austria-Hungary




Poland, the Baltics, and Finland from Russia




Really nations? Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia


The Impact


“Stab in the Back” legend in Germany


“Lost Generation” - 37.5 million dead



The beginning of American economic dominance

Questions for Future Readings up to Ordinary Men
Heart of a Dog – by Mikhail Bulgakhov

Some notes on the book
** Russian patronymic names – Russians take their father’s name as their middle name.  If your name was Ivan and your father’s name was Vladimir, your name would be Ivan Vladimirovich.  This is also true if you are a woman, only the name is feminized.  If your name was Lyuba and your father was Phillip, you would be Lyuba Phillipova.

While Bulgakhov was a famous playwright and director, he lived in constant fear of arrest by Stalin.  How does Bulgakhov use literature to criticize Soviet socialism under Stalin?  How does Heart of a Dog criticize Soviet society?  What does it find absurd?  Similarly, why do you think this book was banned until the 1980s?

The idea of class, that is, the conflict between the proletariat (workers) and the bourgeoisie (middle and upper class people), is dissected in Heart of a Dog.  Discuss this phenomenon and why you think it is important.  Pay attention to the relationship between the professor and the “house committee.”

Heart of a Dog is a variation of the theme found in Frankenstein about humanity and human nature.  What does the outcome of Sharik as a human being say about the ability of socialism to transform human beings?  What does it say about science and its powers?

Conspiracy and the Wannsee Conference Protocols
What is the importance of language in terms of how the Holocaust it planned and carried out?  What terminology is used and what terminology is ignored?  How does the terminology match up with the actual events as they unfolded?

Compare the movie to the actual documentary evidence about the conference.  Where have the directors taken liberties with the historical record as is known to us?  How is the historical record used appropriately?  What do you find more valuable, watching a dramatic reenactment of an event, or reading the documentary evidence?  Do the two work hand in hand?

Ordinary Men by Christopher Browning
Browning lays out several competing theories about how it was that the Holocuast happened.  What are they, what do they mean, and which theory does Browning ultimately come to side with?  What does this mean for our understanding of history in general?

What does Ordinary Men say about the role of anti-Semitism and Nazi ideology in the Holocaust?  How important was it?  Did it drive the soldiers of Police Battalion 101 to shoot the Jews under their command?

What is the importance of the first encounter with Jews in (ozamy?  What is the importance of Major Trapp’s offer to the men, and how did it play out over the course of the day?  Who became a shooter and who did not, and what was the importance of this?  What does this say about the state of mind of people who commit genocide?

How did experiences learned at (ozamy influence how the battalion operated in the future?  What other activities did they undertake and how did they attempt to distance themselves from the actions they were undertaking?

