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From Lenin to Stalin to The Whirlwind
Why did Communism turn towards dictatorship?


Marx and notion of “dictatorship of the proletariat”


Lenin’s “What is to be Done” and vanguard ideology


Tenth Party Congress (1921) and prohibition of factions within the party

Joseph Stalin (1881-1953)

Importance of General Secretary


vs. Leon Trotsky and Internationalists


vs. “Left” of Kamanev and Zinoviev


vs. “Right” of Bukharin and Rykov

End of NEP and the Stalinist Economy


Five Year Plans and the Soviet economy


The “Magnetic Mountain” and the promise of Communism


Collectivization of agriculture


Ukranian Famine (1932-1934)

Cult of Personality – from Lenin to Stalin


Lenin’s Tomb and Leningrad


“Papa” Stalin and propaganda



Assassination of Kirov (1934) and The Great Purge


The Moscow Trials


Trials of the Red Army leadership


The “Gulag Archipelago,” labor camps, and political arrests


Economic connections?


Evgenia Ginzburg (1906-1977) and exile to Magadan


Mikhail Bulgakov (1891-1940) and culture under Stalin

The Balance of Stalin’s Soviet Union up to World War II

