February 27, 2008
Essay Topics will be ready by Friday

Also, this outline will also be for the first part of Friday’s class
Adolph Hitler (1889-1945) and the Nazi Party


Service in First World War (1914-1918)


Joins NSDAP (1920)
Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbieterpartei




National socialist German worker’s party


Beer Hall Putsch (1923), prison, and Mein Kampf (1924)


Economic collapse and rise to power


1928 elections - 3%
1930 elections - 18%
1932 elections - 37%, then 33%

Nazi Germany and the Racial State

Reichstag Fire and Ermächtigungsgesetz (1933)


Gleichschaltung – “Coordination” and the end of democracy


“Night of the Long Knives” or Röhm Putsch (1933)


Rise of the SS (Schützstaffel) and Himmler


Nürnberg Party Rally (1934) and the 
Nürnberg Laws (1935)


Berlin Olympics (1936)


Kristallnacht (1938)

Hitler’s Foreign Policy and the Path to War


Remilitarization of the Rhine


Saar Plebicite (1936)


Austria and Anschluss (1938)


Sudetenland and the Munich Conference (1938)


Molotov-von Ribbentrop Pact (1939)
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Redemptive vs. Eliminations Anti-Semitism


Functionalism vs. Intentionalism


Ghettoization of Polish Jews


Madagascar Solution

Racial Purity - The T4 Program and Euthanasia

Mid 1930s - mass sterilization (350,000)


1939 - first euthanasia of children (5,000 or so)


Plans called for 65-70,000 total euthanasia actions


Aktion T-4 – First use of gas vans and chambers (70,000 dead by Sept 1941)



Resistance – Family suspicion and Bishop von Galen in Münster 

The Invasion of Russia and the Radicalization of the Holocaust

Einsatzgruppen and the Kommisarbefehl


Babi Yar and Kovno


Chelmno (140,000 dead before Dec. 1941)


Wannsee Conference - January 20, 1942
