History 117 

Europe in the Twentieth Century

Spring 2009

Buffalo State College

Section 3018 – Tuesday - 16:30 – 19:10 – Bulger East

Instructor:
Brian Campbell, Ph.D.

E-mail:

campbebw@buffalostate.edu

Phone:

(716) 239-0213

Office hours and location  - Before and after class and by appointment

Course Description:

This course will examine European history from 1890 to the present covering the rise of new nation states like Germany and Italy in the face of established ones like France and England, and the disintegration of Europe’s three great empires: the Russian, Austria-Hungarian, and Ottoman.  We will focus on two important questions which have shaped European history and identity: What does it mean to be modern?  What does it mean to be national?


From fin-de-ciecle Europe, we will examine the course and fallout of the Great War, and the rise of authoritarian states on the right and left.  We will witness both the decline of the great European empires and the rise of American influence in European culture and economy.  We will focus on the Second World War and the Holocaust, the destruction of Germany as a nation state and the division of Europe in the Cold War.  From this point we will discuss the end of European empires and the drive towards economic and political unification.  We will examine the role of the social welfare state in the West and totalitarian regimes in the East, ultimately looking at the collapse of the later.


The course ends with the post-national vision of the European Union and the all to national crisis of the disintegration of Yugoslavia.  When we arrive at the end, we will ask ourselves, is Europe post-national and post-modern?


Required Textbook and Additional Required Texts:
Felix Gilbert and David Clay Large, The End of the European Era

Timothy Garton Ash, The Magic Lantern
Mikhail Bulgakov, Heart of a Dog

Christopher Browning, Ordinary Men
Albert Camus, The Stranger

Movies:

The Lives of Others (Das Leben der Anderen)
Conspiracy

Class Format
This class is organized as a large lecture with upwards of fifty students with no sections.  However, in a traditional format lectures are accompanied by smaller seminar style discussions of the important texts.  In order to come as close as possible to that ideal, on four occasions this semester the class will have “mini sections” by splitting the class.

In weeks five, eight, eleven, and fourteen, the class will split into two groups, arranged alphabetically.  The first group will meet for the first half hour and be dismissed a half hour early.  The second group will arrive a half hour late and stay for the duration of the class.  Everyone with a last name from A through L will come to the first half hour, everyone else will stay for the last half hour.

There will be no assigned presentations, however, the written reaction papers will be due on the day of class.  This will ensure that everyone in class is prepared to discuss the texts.  I will call on students at random so be prepared.  You must bring them to class and we will use them to foster discussion of the texts.  In this way, all students will be prepared to engage in discussion and if there are no volunteers I will call on students at random.  If one or two people want to switch sections, that is fine, but you must get my permission ahead of time.

Otherwise the class will use a lecture format, although I will try to break up the monotony by having you think about certain issues ahead of time to add an element of discussion to each class.  We will also be watching several movies this semester.  During each class we will take a ten to fifteen minute break so everyone can stretch their legs.

Grading and Evaluation:

Four, two page reaction papers of the longer texts
50% (12.5% each)

Midterm examination




25% 

Final examination




30%

Class attendance and participation
Students are expected to attend all class sections and have completed the required readings and assignments for that day.  Students may miss one class without an excuse.  Every other missed class will require an explanation and, if possible, a relevant letter confirming the reason for the missed class.  Each missed class after the first missed class will lower your final grade.  Students who miss half (that is, seven out of fourteen meetings) or more of the class meetings will receive an automatic failing grade.  

Students must complete the assigned readings prior to class and be prepared to discuss them.  At the end of each class, I will have some questions for you to consider during the week and which I will bring up during lecture.  If you do not understand a particular text, you should raise these questions in class so that the class can discuss them and learn from them.

If you cannot attend class during a week, keep in mind that you can also come to the other section I teach, which meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 15:00-16:20 in Science 213.   (I.e. you if your friend is having a birthday party, come to the other sections.)

Analyses of the Readings
Two weeks before we discuss the four books we are reading this semester I will give you two questions about them.  You are to answer them in a paragraph of approximately one page (double spaced, one inch margins and twelve point font). These reaction papers will receive a letter grade based on content.  If the writing is substandard, it will affect the grade, however.

You must complete three out of four assigned during this semester.  They must be completed by class time and they must be brought to class.  We will use them during class discussion and I will ask students their thoughts on the questions in class.  

I will not accept late papers.  Because you must do three of four, it means that can skip one of the assignments.  If you miss one it will mean that you will have to do all others.  Do not skip two assignments and hope to turn in extra work at the last class because I will not accept them (unless you have a valid medical or family excuse, of course).  If you complete all four of the analyses, I will award extra credit. 

Short Examinations and Final Exam
The short examinations will require you to identify and state the significance of terms we will be covering in class.  You will know the terms in advance and there will be an element of choice.  For example, you may have a list of twenty terms.  Twelve will be on the examination and you will have to answer eight.  I may include a longer essay or map component.  

The final exam will be more substantial and involve an essay component.  I will inform the class of the final examination format in advance.

Plagiarism and Academic Misconduct
You should be familiar with Buffalo State’s policies in this regard:

http://www.buffalostate.edu/academicaffairs/x607.xml
If you are caught plagiarizing or copying from another source, I will initiate academic dishonesty procedures against you as required.

Week One – January 27 - The End of the Summer

Introductions, a look at the syllabus, a brief look at Europe up to 1890.  What is modern?  What is national?

Week Two – February 3 - Imperialism, Nationalism and War

Gilbert and Large – Chapters One and Two

Also read: Kipling’s “The White Man’s Burden”  

Communism, Social Democracy and Trade Unions, Imperialism and European power

Week Three – February 10 - The Great War and Versailles

Gilbert and Large – Chapters Three and Four

Excerpt from Ernst Jünger’s Storm of Steel

http://www.cooper.edu/humanities/classes/coreclasses/hss3/e_junger.html
The origins and course of the Great War, the Versailles Treaty and the shape of Europe

Week Four – President’s Day Holiday
Week Five – February 24 - Revolution and Radical Europe – SPLIT SECTIONS

Gilbert and Large – Chapter Five

Mikhail Bulgakov - Heart of a Dog
Lenin and the Russian Revolution. Stalin’s Russia, purges and famines

Week Six – March 3 - Rise of the Right

Gilbert and Large – Chapter Six

Economic collapse and crisis, the Spanish Civil War and Mussolini’s Italy 

Week Seven – March 10 - The Road to War

Gilbert and Large – Chapter Seven

Movie: Conspiracy

Also: Read the transcript of the Wannsee Conference at:
http://www.ghwk.de/engl/Prot-engl.pdf
Hitler and the rise of Nazism

Week Eight – March 17 - Total War and Genocide – SPLIT SECTIONS

Gilbert and Large – Chapter Eight

Christopher Browning – Ordinary Men
Munich, Poland, and the beginnings of the war

Week Nine – Spring Break
Week Ten – March 31 - The Iron Curtain and Cold War 

Gilbert and Large – Chapter Nine

The course of the Second World War in Europe, Yalta, Potsdam, and the origins of the Cold War

MIDTERM EXAMINATION

Week Eleven –  April 7 - The End of Empire and the Birth of a Common Europe – SPLIT SECTIONS

Gilbert and Large – Chapter Ten

The end of Europe’s imperial ambitions: Algeria, Vietnam, Kenya, and Suez -  France, Germany, and the European Community

Week Twelve – April 14 - Economic Miracle and Planned Stagnation 

Gilbert and Large – Chapter 11

Camus, The Stranger

Life behind the Iron Curtain, the Berlin Wall, Hungary and European Marxism, 1968 and Radical Europe, the European Social Welfare State

Week Thirteen –  April 21 – Behind the Iron Curtain
Gilbert and Large – Chapters 12
and 14


Movie:
Das Leben der Anderen (The Lives of Others)

Solidarity and the Second Cold War
Week Fourteen – April 28 - Thaw, then the Flood 

Gilbert and Large – Chapter 13



The collapse of Communism in Eastern and Central Europe

Week Fifteen –- May 5 - Europe as a Common Home – SPLIT SECTIONS
Gilbert and Large – Chapters 15 and 16

Ash, The Magic Lantern

Integration and the rise of the European Union – The rise of the post-national?

Yugoslavia and the return of genocidal nationalism – the revitalization of Russia and future challenges

Final Examination will be during the Critique and Evaluation Period

