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Europe at “Zero Hour”


The Toll on Europe – 36.5 million dead (19 million civilian, 17.5 million military)


Yugoslavia – 13% of population (1.4 million civilian plus military)



Poland – 20% of population (over 5 million civilian plus military)



Russia – 9% of population (25 mil total – 16 civilian, 8.6 military)



Germany – 6.5% of population (not including forced resettlements later)



France – less than 1.5% of population, mostly military early in war


Refugees, Resettlement and Redrawing Ethnic Lines



Germany – Over 7 million from former German territories, other places in Europe



Hungary – relocated from Yugoslavia, Romania, and Slovakia



Poland – Border moved west to the “Curzon Line” – elimination of Jewish minority


DPs – 7.5 million “Displaced Persons” and forced repatriations

Planning for Post-War Europe

Territory and diplomacy



Atlantic Charter (1941)



Tehran Conference (1943)



Yalta Conference (1945)



Potsdam Conference and the fate of Germany (1945)



Morgenthau Plan and deindustrialization




Territorial changes – Germany loses Silesia, East Brandenburg and Pomerania




The Soviet Union and reparations



The Nuremberg Trials and International Law


Economy and Social Welfare


Bretton Woods Conference, hard currency, and the World Bank (1944)



The Beveridge Report and the British Social Welfare State



The Monnet Plan and French industrial planning

The End of European Dominance

Arrival of the Americans and the Soviets and competing visions for Europe



Soviet Union - economic and security buffer zone



United States - market capitalism to foster stability and growth




Would the United States retreat home like in 1918?




France, Britain and the need for American commitment



Persistence of “The German Problem”


The Hunger Years and Post-War Turmoil


Attitudes towards liberal democracy vs. authoritarian communism



Collaboration and retriubtion



Dissolution of the empires – Dutch, Belgian, British, and French



Winter and famine (1946)



America commits to rebuilding Europe’s economy




The Marshall Plan and European Recovery Program

The Origins of the Cold War


Winston Churchill and the Iron Curtain Speech (1946)


George Kennan, the “Long Telegram,” and the doctrine of Containment



America and the atom bomb (1945)



Truman Doctrine (1947) and insurgency in Greece



Berlin Blockade (1949)



NATO (1949) and Warsaw Pact (1955)

The Division of Europe


Poland under Soviet occupation



Warsaw Uprising (1944)


Czechoslovakia, communism, and Stalinist coup d’etat (1948)


Soviet Union detonates atomic bomb (1949) – end of the American monopoly

The Division of Germany

From four zones to two, and the issue of reparations


Denazification, its extent, impact and ultimate abandonment


Introduction of the West German Mark and division (1949)


Federal Republic of Germany (West)



Konrad Adenauer and the “Bonn Republic”



The politics of forgetting



The Wirtschaftswunder – Economic wonder of West Germany


German Democratic Republic (East)



Walter Ulbricht and the struggle for legitimacy



The Socialist Unity Party (SED)
