History 401

Twentieth Century European Diplomatic History

Brian Campbell, Ph.D. – Instructor

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday – 09:00-10:00

BULG N

E-mail: brianwcamp@yahoo.com

Phone: (716) 239-0213

Class prerequisites
Please note that this is an advanced seminar in a focused area of Modern European history.  I expect that you will already have a basic historical knowledge of the time period.  If you have not taken History 116 or 117 or its equivalent, you may wish to reconsider enrolling in this class.   Attendance and participation are key to success in this course.  In a week with three classes, I will be lecturing on Mondays, while the other days will be given over to discussing the readings and to round table discussions of important historical events.

Required Books

Alisdair Blair The European Union since 1945

Margaret Macmillan, Paris 1919: Six Months That Changed the World

Marc Tractenberg, A Constructed Peace

P.M.H. Bell The Origins of the Second World War in Europe
Yale University’s Avalon Project has an excellent collection of international treaties and documents.  We will be referring to them throughout the course and are listed in the syllabus.  Please bring copies of the documents to class!
Grading and Evaluation
Roundtable presentation and book review
20%

Class participation and attendance

15%

Research paper (8-10 pages)


35%

Midterm examination



15%

Final examination



15%

Roundtable presentation and book review
During each week we will cover an important event in European diplomatic history.  Students will represent the diplomatic positions of the various nations involved, outlining for the class the domestic and foreign policy priorities of each nation, what they hoped to achieve and how, and how the event’s outcome affected that nation.  To prepare for this, you will be expected to read a historical monograph (or several shorter articles) relating to this topic.  

From the monograph, you are expected to write a short book review of 2-3 pages, explaining what the book examines and what kind of argument it makes.  You should be seeking to discover how that author uses evidence and positions him or herself within historical debates.  Students who give a presentation prior to spring break may hand this in on March 31.  All other students must turn this in on the day of their presentation.

Class participation and attendance
Because much of the class relies upon student discussion and interaction, it is essential that you come to class prepared.  On days where we are discussing the readings, this means that you will be expected to have read the material, be prepared to answer questions on the material and, most importantly, have important questions for the class to discuss.  Each student must prepare a question for each text.  I will begin the class by asking several students (at random) to present their questions to the class.

Because you have a research paper due at the end of the semester, there is a heavier reading load towards the beginning of the semester and a much lighter load towards the end.

Research Paper
The research paper will be a substantial, in depth examination of an event or series of events in European diplomatic history on a topic of your choice.  You must choose your topic by March 31, handing in a short paragraph detailing what you intend to research. By April 14, you must hand in an annotated bibliography containing at least three monographs or five shorter articles or an acceptable combination.  The research paper will be due during the examination week.  If you do not know what you would like to do for a research paper, you should meet with me so we can discuss your options. 

Examinations
The examinations will consist of several short answer questions and a short essay to see how well you understand the readings, lectures, and roundtable discussions.  You will receive more specific information about what will be on the exams beforehand and you will be able to choose between questions.

Class Schedule

Week One – Introduction to Diplomatic History

January 23
Class introduction, taking a look at the syllabus

January 25
Assignment of roundtable presentations

Week Two –
Imperial and National Ambitions
January 28
Lecture:
The Vienna System and the problem of Nationalism

January 30
Lecture:
Imperial 

February 1 
Discussion of following documents:




The Three Emperor’s League (Dreikaiserbund)




http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/empleagu.htm



The Franco-Russian Military Convention




http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/frrumil.htm



Anglo-Russian Entente




http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/eurdipl/angrusen.htm



The Sykes-Picot Agreement




http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/mideast/sykes.htm 

Week Three – The First World War

February 4
Lecture on the Bosnian Crisis, Moroccan Crises and Balkan Wars

February 6
Discussion of the following documents:




The Entente Cordiale




http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/entecord.htm 




Take a look at (but don’t read all of it!) the Hague Convention




http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/lawofwar/pacific.htm 

February 8
Roundtable discussion: UK, France, Russia, Germany, Austria-



Hungary

Week Four – The Versailles Settlement

February 11
Lecture:
End of the Great War, preparing for the next?

February 13
Discussion of MacMillan, Parts One through Four



Wilson’s Fourteen Points



http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/wilson14.htm



Versailles Treaty – Articles 231 (Guilt Clause)



http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/imt/partviii.htm 



League of Nations Covenant



http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/leagcov.htm 

February 15
Roundtable discussion: UK, US, France, Germany, Russia

Week Five – The Imperfect Peace

February 18
Presdident’s Day – No Class 

February 20
Lecture:
Dawes Plan, disarmament, and German attempts to break 




out of isolation

February 22
Discussion of MacMillan, Parts Five through Eight



Also:
Rapallo Pact



http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/intdip/formulti/rapallo_001.htm 

Week Six – Munich, the Nazi-Soviet Pact and the Road to War

February 25
Lecture:
Hitler, the Saar and Rhein crises, Munich, and Poland

February 27
Discussion of Bell, Parts One and Two



Also see the Munich Pact text:



http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/imt/document/munich1.htm 

February 29
Roundtable discussion: UK, France, Germany, Austria, Czechoslovakia, USSR

Week Seven - Tehran, Potsdam, Yalta and Reshaping Europe

March 3
Lecture:
American involvement in West, Soviets in East

March 5
Discussion of Bell, Part Three



The Atlantic Charter



http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/wwii/atlantic.htm


Yalta Agreement



http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/wwii/yalta.htm 



Potsdam Accords



http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/decade/decade17.htm
March 7
Roundtable discussion: US, USSR, UK, and France

Week Eight – The German Problem

March 10
Lecture:
From Morgenthau to NATO, Berlin crises, neutralizing 




Germany

March 12
Discussion of Tractenberg, Chapters One through Five

March 14
Midterm Examination 

Week Nine – Europe and the Cold War

March 17
Lecture:
NATO, Korea, Cuba, and the Middle East

March 19

Discussion of Trachtenberg, Chapters Six through Nine



Also, NATO treaty



http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/nato.htm


Warsaw Pact



http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/intdip/soviet/warsaw.htm 

March 21

Roundtable discussion: UK, US, France, USSR, Germany, Poland 

Week Ten – Spring Break

Week Eleven – Decolonization and the Suez Crisis

March 31
Lecture:
India, Vietnam, Algeria, and the Suez Crisis



Research Proposal is Due

April 2

Discussion of following documents:



Final Declaration of the Geneva Conference (Vietnam)



http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/intdip/indoch/inch005.htm 

April 4

Roundtable discussion: France, UK, US, and USSR

Week Twelve – Rome Treaty and Coal Community 

April 7

Lecture
Europe and Unification

April 9

Discussion of Blair, Chapters One through Four




Also documents, pp. 93-115

April 11
Roundtable discussion: France, Germany, Italy, Benelux

Week Thirteen - German Unification, Balkan Disintegration

April 14
Lecture:
Two plus four equals one Germany



Tentative bibliography due in class

April 16
Lecture:
The Balkan Crisis and European Security




Read: UN Kosovo resolution




http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/un/un1199.htm 

April 18
Roundtable discussion: UK, Russia, France and Germany (Germany)





France, Germany, Yugoslavia, Bosnia, Russia (Balkans)

Week Fourteen – From European Community to European Union

April 21
Lecture
From Common Market to Common Government

April 23
Discussion of Blair, Chapters Five and Six




Also documents, pp. 116-134 (all)

April 25
Roundtable discussion:
France, Germany, Spain, Italy, Poland, UK 

Week Fifteen – Europe’s Future in the International System

April 28
Lecture:
The Euro and the future

April 30
Final class and thoughts

Final examination and final paper due during class time on May 7

