 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1History 130 - Modern World History

Final History Paper

Research paper project

For your final paper, you will be required to write an eight page research paper based on the topics listed below.  As with class discussion and your first paper, you will be expected to examine both primary and secondary materials; you should have at least five sources, at least two in each category.


Please keep in mind that you are not expected to discuss the entire history of a particular group or event.  The purpose of the paper is for you to identify an important and interesting component of that history and analyze it.  Identify the broad contours of the problem you are interested in and then analyze a specific argument that relates to it.


For this paper, you will be expected to use Chicago Style, which involves endnote or footnotes along with a bibliography.  For more detailed information on how to cite with Chicago Style, please look here:  http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html.  This page has the basic guidelines for citation that you will need.


This paper will be due on April 9, the Monday after the final day of class.  I recommend you schedule time with me to discuss your paper and that you do so earlier rather than later.

Trade and Industry
Choose an important commodity and discuss how it led to economic, cultural, and religious interactions between civilizations and nations.  Alternately, either discuss the development of industry in a particular nation, or the international development of a particular industry across nations.

Important commodities might include: coffee, sugar, slaves, rubber, porcelain, weaponry, lumber, tea, spices, grain, petroleum, coal, or narcotics.

Important industries might include: weaving and textiles, shipbuilding, auto making, chemical and petroleum, mining and metallurgy, railroads and transportation, electronics and computers, agricultural processing. 

Migration
The movement of people has been an important part of the creation of modern civilizations as cultures have clashed and integrated with one another.  Discuss an important migration or diaspora group and how its effect upon another society.  What prompted the migration or caused the diaspora?  How did contact affect the group on the move?  What role did religion play as the groups interacted?  What was the impact on the population which was already present?

Important migrations/diasporas might include: Turks in Anatolia, the Middle East and India, Mongols in Asia and Europe, Africans in the Americas, Irish, Germans, or Italians in Canada, America, or Latin America, Turks and Arabs in Europe, Germans in Eastern Europe, Indians in Africa and the Carribean, Chinese in Southeast Asia and North America, or Arabs in Africa.

Nations and Nationality
Discuss the development of people from a cultural, ethnic, or political association into a modern nation state.  How did this group achieve national consciousness?  Was nationalism a positive development, or were there also drawbacks?  How has the nation you discuss dealt with internal conflicts at the regional level or external integration at the international level?  How has it confronted internal divisions such as class or religion?

Suggested nations might include: Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, Haiti, Cuba, Algeria, Egypt, Nigeria, Kenya, South Africa, Turkey, Iran, India, Pakistan, Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam, China, Korea, Japan, France, Germany, Poland, and Russia.
