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Systems of Belief

Islam - No god but God

Muhammad (570-1?-632)



Pre-Islamic Arabia



Divine revelations



Hijra to Medina (622)



Conquest of Mecca


Shariah and the Five Pillars of Islam
shahadah - profession of faith - “There is no god but God and Muhammad was his messenger”


salat - ritual prayer, performed five times daily, with prayer at the mosque on Friday


zakat - charity towards the poor


sawm - fast from sunrise to sundown performed during Ramadan


hajj - pilgrimage to Mecca, required once in a lifetime of those able to do so

Suniism and Shi’ism


Lines of lineage



Sevener 
Christianity - Son of God

Jesus of Nazareth


Judaism and Christianity



Sin, sacrifice, redemption and resurrection




Holy Communion - Blood and body of Christ




Baptism and other sacraments



Paul and the early church



Christianity in the Roman Empire



Nature of the Trinity - Schism between East and West

Hinduism


Polytheism vs. Monotheism


Karma and Nirvana

Links to caste sytstem
Confucianism and Taoism

Lao-Tsu (6th century BCE?)



Tradition and ancestor worship



Polytheism and personal reflection


Confucius (6th century BCE)



Ethics and morals



Piety and loyalty


Synthesis and Neo-Confucianism (Song Dynasty)

Buddhism


Siddhartha (5th century BCE)



Asceticism, life as a monk



Meditation and the Middle Way



Four Noble Truths and Nirvana


Ashoka, conversion and spread of Buddhism


Expansion to Asia and interaction


Other Groups

Zoarastrianism


Judaism


Manicheanism


Nestorian Christianity

Sikhism
Systems of Rule

The Islamic World

The Five Righteous Caliphs


Umayyad Dynasty (661-750)


Abbasid Dynasty (750-1258)

Saljuk Turks

Salah al’ Din (1138-1193)

Mamlukes (1250-1520)


Mansa Musa and Sub-Saharan Africa
The Post-Roman World

Vandals, Goths, and Huns - Invasions from the East


Carolingians (800-888)


Drang nach Osten

The Byzantine Empire (to 1453)

Europe in the High Middle Ages
Indian States

Ashoka and the Murayans


Gutpa and Golden Age


Classical Age of the Late Middle Kingdoms

Chinese Empires

Tang Dynasty (618-907)


Song Dynasty (960-1279)



Northern Song Dynasty (to 1127)



Southern Song (after 1127)



Jin Dynasty in North (to 

Systems of Trade

Global commodities

Early trading patterns
Diasporas and Trade

Chinese in Southeast Asia


Jews and Syrains in Europe and the Middle East


Nestorian Christians in Central Asia
Trade and religion

Islam in West Africa and Southeast Asia


The Crusades and European trade

Religion and culture

Sufi Islam in post-Byzantine Anatolia


Buddhism in China

