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February 8, 2007
In lieu of an essay question on the mid-term examination, I prefer students to write a short paper (4-6 pages) instead.  This will allow you to examine the relationship between the primary sources we have discussed in sections and the larger narrative of history described in your textbook and class lectures.  

Below are three broad suggestions for essay topics.  Your paper may use one of these suggestions to develop a thesis which analyzes information instead of describing it.  You should not answer each question in sequence.  

It is useful to think of this essay as preparation for your short research paper.  What argument can I make about the information I have collected?  For this paper, you are being presented with a relatively limited amount of information, laid out in the readings and discussed in class sections.  For the research paper, you will have to be more independent in your analysis and thinking.

As a reminder, four pages means four full pages.  A paper which makes it to the first line of the fourth page is a three page paper.  Also, be sure you cite your sources appropriately.  This would be a good opportunity for you to acquaint yourself with the Chicago Style of citation, which you will be required to use for your final paper.

Here are four suggested areas for you to consider:

What role does gender play in the development of early modern societies?  How does religion impact ideas of gender in the different societies we have examined?  What is the relationship between gender and family across world societies? 

What was the relationship between trade and society in the early modern world?  What role did religion play in this relationship? 

What is the relationship between technology and the development of world cultures in the early modern world?  How was technology transmitted?  What impact did it have when cultures met?

What role does religion play in the maintaining, expansion, and cohesion of the major empires of this period?  Did religion serve to undermine or challenge some of these empires?  

