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Catalog description:   Interpretive overview of developments affecting America and Americans during the turbulent years since World War II.  Examines the nation’s rise as a global superpower, the expanding role of government, and related political, economic, scientific, social, and cultural developments. Provides perspective on our future by evaluating the impact of developments on fundamental American values. 

3 Credit hours







Method of Instruction:  Varies with instructor and topic

General Education Goals and  History 199 Student Learning Outcomes:


1) Critical Thinking Skills


Niagara prepares its students for positions of responsibility in the professions and in the broader society, including critical thinking skills.

Student Learning Outcomes: 

· Demonstrated understanding of core critical thinking skills of different fields of study (history).

· Demonstrated understanding of key political, social and scientific developments that are shaping the 21st century and a willingness to explore their implications for the future.

2) Information Literacy Skills

Niagara prepares its students for positions of responsibility in the professions and in the broader society, including the development of information literacy skills and technological competency.

Student Learning Outcomes: 

· Demonstrated ability to analyze a problem (Identify the need for information)

· Demonstrated ability to conduct appropriate research (Access information)

· Demonstrated ability to differentiate between facts and popular misconceptions (Evaluate information)

· Demonstrated ability to synthesize a solution (Use information)

· Demonstrated ability to ethically attribute sources of information (Attribute information)

3) A Strong Ethical and Values Foundation

Niagara prepares its students for positions of responsibility in the professions and in the broader society, through: perspectives in the search for truth and meaning; respect for God-given dignity of every person and all faith traditions; commitment to social justice; a strong ethical foundation; and the inspiration to make a positive difference in the world by serving all members of society, especially the poor and oppressed. 

Student Learning Outcome: 

· Demonstrated appreciation of cultural diversity, the validity of other cultures and the social and political ramifications of cultural integration globally and at home.

Additional Course Student Learning Outcome:

· Demonstrated ability to locate historically significance geographic features and political entities. 


Introduction to History 199

The cartoon above was published in response to President Bush’s announcement that he plans to send a “surge” of 21,500 more troops to Iraq. It reminds us of something novelist William Faulkner said: “The past is not dead; it isn’t even past.” History doesn’t just tell us where we’ve been; it also tells us where we are and where we are going. We use our understanding of the past to give meaning to our actions today, to explain to ourselves and others who we are and why we act as we do. However, we don’t always agree on what history is telling us.  For the majority of Americans, the surge confirms fears that the Iraq war is becoming “another Vietnam” and any increase in troops is “escalation” that will only increase the costs we will ultimately pay for another “unwinnable” war. To President Bush the war in Iraq is a critical part of “the decisive ideological struggle of our time,” a clear reference to the decisive ideological struggle of the last century, the Cold War. To Bush and his remaining supporters, this struggle, like the Cold War, can and must be won because the survival of our civilization depends upon it. Who is right? You need to be able to make up your own mind, and you need to be able to do it on the basis of your own informed interpretation of the past. As a citizen your understanding of the past is as important as the presidents’. That is why this course is so important. 

Five years into the “War Against Terror, America is—as it has been throughout its history—questioning what it is, and what it wants to or is meant to be. Despite the initial unity in the wake of the terrorist attacks, the assault on America and the aftermath have us once again reconsidering our core values. The frustrating struggle in Iraq has us questioning what it really means to be the world’s only superpower. Many now worry about the price of security at home. Does essential security require too great a compromise of our essential freedoms?  Politically, how much free speech can we permit without weakening our national unity in a time of extended war?  But these questions are not new:  Americans have been redefining themselves since they first began to notice that they were no longer Englishmen.  Evidence of this continuing redefinition is everywhere: fireworks over Affirmative Action, Democratic attacks on conservative Supreme Court nominee Samuel Alito, arguments over amending the Constitution to allow school prayer or courthouse displays of the Ten Commandments, differing responses to the dislocations caused by global economic transformation, disputes about whether banning assault weapons would be “reasonable gun control” or an attack on the Bill of Rights, even conflict over whether or not making the tax cuts of 2001 permanent would be a good thing.

These specific issues and disputes are only the most visible expressions of a more funda​mental struggle over what we want to be as we proceed into the 21st century.  Can America still be "the land of opportunity"?  Is the widening gap between rich and poor a sign of success for our free enterprise system or an omen of a coming class war?  Will the increasing cultural diversity of our society generate greater tolerance or the kind of tribal warfare that we see all over the world today?  Will global economic competition force us to choose between jobs and protecting our natural environment?  Will we continue to lead the world in supporting principles of peace and justice in international affairs or will we relinquish that role to the United Nations?  Is America unique or just like any other modern industrial society?  Is it the "last best hope" of the world or the greatest threat to it?  Tumultuous change in the past two decades has forced us to face these questions.


    The 1991 demise of the Soviet Union and consequent developments called into question the fundamental assump​tions that guided us through most of what is commonly known as the "postwar era."  For almost a half century we envisioned the world as engaged in a "Cold War" between two rival blocs, each led by a superpower which epitomized its underlying values.  To a large extent we defined ourselves in terms of those conflicting values: the liberal democracy of the United States against the totalitarian com​munism of the Soviet Union, free enterprise capitalism against the centralized command economy of socialism.  Suddenly that simple picture was of little value in understanding our condition. The arguments about how to respond to terrorism in the world were connected to the uncertainty produced by the end of the Cold War. 

        Because our self‑perception was so closely tied to the Cold War, the end of that conflict had effects far beyond the arena of foreign policy.  The sense of uncertainty created by the abrupt inter​national changes was compounded by some unpleasant developments at home.  Ironically, just when the values of liberal democracy appeared to be prevailing in the world, they seemed threatened in the United States.  Instead of celebrating the apparent victory of our values, we found ourselves deeply depressed, and then angry.  Nagging economic recession shook our confidence and revealed the inability of our political leaders to respond effectively to our economic woes—or to provide leadership in any area.  Even economic recovery and unprecedented prosperity have not restored our confidence and trust in our leaders. The depth of our disillusionment was revealed by the extraordinary response to the Republican "Contract with America" that gave Republicans control of Congress in 1994 and by the loss of that control in 2006. But the dis​illusion​ment is not confined to politics.  A society that for decades after World War II seemed to be moving toward greater inclusiveness and equality of opportunity has been increasingly divided by economic and cultural conflicts that were fought out in political campaigns, college classrooms, and the streets.  The conflicts continue: in almost every area of our lives, we face an uncertain future.

The one thing which is certain is that the future, as always, will be shaped by the past.  And our understanding of the future will be based upon how we read the past.  However, like everything else, the true meaning of that past has become unclear because of the rapidity of change.  It is impera​tive that we reconsider the turbulent years in which the United States emerged as both a global superpower and the richest nation on earth.  Our current situation is very much a consequence of those developments and their repercussions, and we can understand the present fully—and move forward effectively—only when we have the perspective provided by an understanding of our past.

This course examines the rise of the United States to superpower status, its interaction with other nations, the expanding role of government and resistance to it, and related ideological, political, social, cul​tural and economic realities.  However, the goal is more than knowledge of what happened: that is only the foundation for understanding.  We will also try to assist you in evaluating the impact of those events.

While the precise course content and the form and structure of its presentation will vary from section to section, during the course of the semester all instructors will devoted approximately equal time to each of the following topics:

1. The United States and Europe, 1945-Present

2. The United States and Asia, 1945-Present

3. The United States and the Third World since 1945

4. The Evolution of American Liberalism and Conservatisms

5. Social Change and Civil Rights in the Postwar Era

6. The Post-1945 American Economy  










READING ASSIGNMENTS
Reading assignments for this course come from four sources:

1.  Moss, George Donelson. Moving On: The American People Since 1945. 3rd ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 2005.
OR
      Schaller, Michael et al., Present Tense: The United States Since 1945. 3rd ed. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2004.
OR
      Rosenberg, Norman and Emily Rosenberg, In Our Times: America Since World War II.  7th ed. New York: Prentice Hall, 2002.

2.  Carpenter, Gerald, and Donald Peters, eds. Echoes of the Future: The Voices of America Since 1945. Long Beach, NY: Whittier Publishing Co., 1995.


There is a Blackboard site for HIS 199 which also includes in the Course Documents area a collection of primary sources from the period (that is the same collection as in Echoes of the Future plus a few additions).  The use of these sources allows you to see how events and issues appeared to Americans experiencing these critical times.  They also show clearly how Americans have held conflicting views on issues while sharing common values.  Introductions are provided for the selections to help place them in context, and Study Questions are provided for each document. By examining these questions before reading the assignment, you can help yourself read faster and more effectively.  They can also be used to check your reading and to review for examinations.  Assignments from this collection will vary from section to section.  [For instructions on how to access these documents, see the end of this syllabus.]

3. World Atlas: A Resource for Students.  Chicago: Nystrom, 2001.

4. A historical monograph (specialized work) chosen by your instructor (varies by section).

The textbooks (#1 above) provide a factual framework for the course.  All sections of HISTORY 199 will be reading the textbooks following the assignments provided by their instructors. Echoes of the Future (and the Blackboard collection) is a collection of primary sources, documents and speeches produced by the history makers. The World Atlas will help you prepare for the geography portion of the examinations as well as any geography assignments your instructor may make.   The monograph will deepen your understanding of a specific event or theme integral to the course.

FILMS & VIDEOTAPES

Reading and hearing about events and personalities of the past is sometimes inadequate to convey a vivid picture of them. Some things have to be seen to be appreciated—or even believed.  For that reason, we use film and videotape to supplement reading and lectures in this course.  The purpose is to give you a look at and feel for the people and the times.  They will also provide you with an additional source of factual data.  Try to approach them as an alert observer, not a passive receiver.  They are an integral part of the course and can help you derive more from it.

EXAMINATIONS

All sections of History 199 will have exams scheduled and prepared by the individual instructors throughout the semester. See your section syllabus for details of section exams.  The final examination will be constructed by the course coordinator in consultation with all instructors and/or by your individual instructor.  Approximately 10% of the exam will consist of geography questions based on the list attached to this syllabus. Another 40% will consist of objective questions on factual material (other than geography). The last portion of the exam (50%) will consist of one of a choice of essay questions written by your instructor and/or the course coordinator. This semester the departmental exam is scheduled for Saturday, May 12 at 2:10-4 p.m.  Exam room assignments for the final will be announced by your instructor before the event.

A file of study guides for HIS 199 and a sample of a departmental final exam are available on the Blackboard site.

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS

One of the most important parts of every student's education is the development of his or her analytical and writing skills.  Regardless of career aspirations, all of us need competence in this area.  The study of history offers excellent opportunities to cultivate these skills, and this course has been structured to take advantage of those opportunities.

During the semester, we ask each student to write an argumentative essay approximately five pages in length.  Topics will vary depending upon current developments in the world and the preference of the individual instructor, but all topics will be designed to promote the development of critical thinking and argumentation skills. All papers must be typed and double-spaced.  The papers are graded for:

1.  Correct Grammar & Spelling

2.  Argumentation & Use of Evidence

3.  Content

All three areas are of equal importance!  The presumption is that all papers will be mechan​ically flawless so we can concentrate attention on the formation and exposition of your argument.

Remember, the central goal of this assignment is to take a position and defend it.  Do not make the mistake of presenting a narrative rather than an argument.  To help yourself write a better essay, allow plenty of time and prepare thoroughly before you begin to write.  Examine the question and really think about the position you will take.  Then think about how you would convince someone of the correctness of your position.  Make an outline of your argument showing your main points and the facts you intend to cite to support each point.  Consider your outline carefully.  Are the points in the most logical and effective order?  Are you arguing from a general to a more specific level?  It is much easier to see the overall structure and move things around when they are still in outline form.

When you are sure of your basic argument, you can begin to write.  Remember--your first draft is a draft!!!  Nobody does it perfectly the first time.  Rewrite and rewrite some more.  Strive for clarity!!  Do not let your sentences get too involved and do not use words you do not really understand.  Watch for irrelevancies that detract from your argument.  At this length, you can not afford to digress.

Be sure that you understand the proper use of direct quotations and the meaning and consequences of plagiarism.  If you are uncertain about these, please ask your instructor for clarification.

Most importantly, take some pride in your work.  It represents YOU!!!
GRADING

Final grades will be determined with points allocated as follows:

In-Class Exams . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   50%

Essay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25%

Departmental Final Examination . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  25%

NOTE WELL:
Your instructor may alter final grades by up to 1/2 letter grade on the basis of class participation.  However, this option is entirely up to him or her.

ATTENDANCE POLICY

All sections of HIS 199 will follow the University attendance policy as interpreted by the individual instructors.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES POLICY

Students with documented disabilities who may need accommodations, who have any emergency medical information the instructor should know of, or who need special arrangements in the event of evacuation, should make an appointment with the instructor as early as possible in the semester, preferably no later than the first week of the classes. Students must also register with the designated University Service Provider for Students with Disabilities (286-8390) in order to facilitate the provision of needed accommodations.

ACADEMIC HONESTY

The integrity of an academic community necessitates the full and correct citation of ideas, methodologies, and research findings. In addition, each student can promote academic honesty by protecting his or her work from inappropriate use. Academic honesty is essential to ensure the validity of the grading system and to maintain a high standard of academic excellence.  The principle violations of academic honesty are cheating and plagiarism. 

Cheating includes the unauthorized use of certain materials, information, or devices in writing examinations, or in preparing papers or other assignments. Any student who aids another student in such dishonesty is also guilty of cheating.  Other possible forms of cheating include submitting the same work in more than one class without permission 

Plagiarism is the presentation of ideas, words, and opinions of someone else as one’s own work.  Paraphrased material, even if rendered in the student’s own words, must be attributed to the originator of the thought. 

Please refer to the undergraduate catalogue for Niagara University’s policy on cheating, plagiarism, procedures and penalties.

Course Outline:

I.   Background and concepts

A. End of World War II

B. Concept of Liberal Democracy 

1. Inalienable/ individual rights

2. Rights of majority

3. Federal vs state vs local role 

C. National Security

1. Definition

2. Arguments over how best to achieve it

3. Role of atomic bomb and the birth of the military-industrial complex including government sponsorship of scientific research and its effects
II.  The Truman administration

A. Foreign affairs

1. Containing communism—Europe

(a) Truman Doctrine

(b) Marshall Plan

(c) Berlin Airlift

(d) NATO

2. Global Containment

(a) Fall of China

(b) N.S.C. 68

(c) Korean conflict

B. Domestic

1. Postwar reconversion

2. The Fair Deal

(a) Finishing the New Deal

(b) Keynesian economics

(c) Civil Rights

3. Election of 1948

4. Red Scare—McCarthyism

III. The Eisenhower administration





A. Domestic

1. Rise of the suburbs

2. Culture of affluence

3. Religious revival

4. Advent of television

5. Emergence Of "Modern Republicanism"

6. The Climax of McCarthyism

B. Foreign

1. Massive Retaliation/Brinkmanship/Liberation/The          New Look 

2. The crisis at Suez

3. The Rise of the C.I.A.

4. The Hungarian and Polish uprisings

5. Cuba and the emergence of Fidel Castro

IV. The Kennedy Years

A. Domestic

1. High Tide of Urban Liberalism





2. Civil Rights

3. Fine tuning the economy

4. Destination moon

B. Foreign Affairs

1. Peace Corps

2. Bay of Pigs and Cuban missile crisis

V. The Johnson Years

A. Domestic

1. Great Society

2. Warren Court

3. Civil Rights - Black Power and Black Muslims

4. New Minorities

B. Foreign

1. More Problems in the Middle East

2. Dominican Republic

3. Vietnam
VI. The Nixon Era

A. Domestic

1. Ecology Emerges

2. Burger Court

3. Watergate

4. Revenue Sharing

B. Foreign Affairs

1. Détente And Kissinger

2. Improving Relations With China

3. Vietnam Concluded?

4. Chilean Coup

5. Japan Ascending

VII. The Ford and Carter Interludes

A. Domestic

1. Economic Woes - W.I.N. Campaign



2. Carter, Stagflation, and Gas Lines

3. The Computer Emerges

4. The New Immigrants

5. Changing Roles of Women

6. "ME" Generation

B. Foreign

1. Decline of Détente

2. Human Rights Initiative

3. S.A.L.T. II

4. Iranian Revolution and Political Islam

5. Afghanistan Invasion/Invitation

VIII. The Reagan Revolution

A. Domestic

1. Conservatives Triumphant

2. Supply-Side Economic Theory

3. “Greed is good”   

4. Reagan and the Supreme Court

5. AIDS and Drug Crises

B. Foreign

1. Cold War Renewed/Détente Revived

2. Pacific Rim

3. Western Hemisphere Policy—Grenada

4. Iran-Contra—Oliver North

IX. Bush, Clinton and the 90s

A. Domestic

1. Decline of the Middle Class

2. Assault on Affluence

3. Information Highway and New Economy

4. New Frontiers in Science and Medicine

5. Republican Resurgence

B. Foreign

1. "End" of the Cold War ?

2. Fall of the USSR

3. Invading Panama

4. Gulf War I

5. China Rising; Japan Descending?

6. "Planet America"—The Emerging Global Reality?


X. The 21st Century - Quo Vadis?

A. Domestic

1. The Interminable 2000 Election and Its Aftermath

2. The Bush II Program

3. Republicans in Control

B. Foreign

1. Terrorist Attacks Change Everything

2. A “War on Terror”

3. The Bush Doctrine and the Iraq War

BLACKBOARD ACCESS

To access the Blackboard site for the primary source documents, the address is blackboard.niagara.edu, available through the University’s main web page. Your username is a lower case “s” followed immediately by your complete seven-letter student number. Unless you have changed it for a previous course, your password is a two-digit day of birth (i.e., day of the month) followed by the last four digits of your social security number. For example, if you were born on January 1 and your social security number was 123-45-6789, your default password would be 016789.  If you have previously had a Blackboard course and changed the password, you must still use that password until you change it again. If you had a password and forgot it, go to the Information Technology help desk in St. Vincent’s and beg for help.  Once you get to the “My Courses” page, look for either USA IN CONTEMPORARY WORLD or HIS 199ALL.




Geography items


(Geography items are cumulative)





Japan					Normandy


Tokyo					English Channel


Hiroshima					England


Los Alamos, New Mexico		U.S.S.R.


Oak Ridge, Tennessee		Yalta


Warm Springs, Georgia		Israel


Germany					Washington, DC


Berlin


Potsdam


Elbe River











Geography items





(Geography items are cumulative)


Greece 				South Korea


Turkey				38th Parallel


Poland				Yalu River


Czechoslovakia			China


Yugoslavia			North Korea	


Hungary				Taiwan


France				India


Italy					Missouri


					Wisconsin





Geography items





(Geography items are cumulative)





Arkansas		Hungary


Kansas		Taiwan Strait


Guatemala		Pescadore Islands


Suez Canal		Cuba


Red Sea		    Havana


Lebanon		South Vietnam


Gaza Strip		North Vietnam


Iran			St. Lawrence River	


Democratic Republic of the Congo


			


					








Geography items





(Geography items are cumulative)





California


Alaska


Maryland


Beijing, China


Pakistan


Chile











Geography items





(Geography items are cumulative)





Massachusetts				Jordan


Texas				    	West Bank


Hanoi, N. Vietnam			Jerusalem


   Gulf of Tonkin			Mississippi


Saigon, S.Vietnam			Alabama


Laos					   Birmingham


Cambodia				   Montgomery


Thailand				     	   Selma


Indonesia				Georgia


Malaysia					Louisiana


Dominican Republic			Florida


Egypt					North Carolina


   Sinai Peninsula			South Carolina


Syria					Memphis, Tennessee


   Golan Heights			Virginia





   

















Geography items





(Geography items are cumulative)





Michigan				Costa Rica


Afghanistan			Panama Canal


Iran					Philippines


El Salvador			Northern Ireland


Nicaragua				Republic of Ireland


Honduras				Finland











The purpose of this course is to help you develop an interpretive overview of the postwar period, an individual perspective on the past which will make the present and future more understandable.











Geography items





(Geography items are cumulative)








Washington State		Russia


Ukraine				Belarus


Estonia				Kazakhstan


Latvia				Kuwait


Lithuania				Saudi Arabia


South Africa			Angola


Brazil				Haiti


Colombia				Panama


Peru					Somalia


Bosnia				Ethiopia


Serbia				Croatia














Geography items





(Geography items are cumulative)








New York City			New Hampshire


Pennsylvania			Iowa


Venezuela				Argentina


Aden	, Yemen			Baghdad, Iraq





Geography items





(Geography items are cumulative)





Illinois			Beirut, Lebanon


Hong Kong		Teheran, Iran


Singapore			Reykjavik, Iceland


Sri Lanka			     


Grenada





   








PAGE  
7

