History 199 – United States History Since 1945

Instructor:

Dr. Brian Campbell

Office hours:
1:00-2:00 Mondays and Wednesdays, Office TBA

E-Mail:
brianwcamp@yahoo.com
Phone:

(716) 239-0213

There will be a website for this class at www.brianwcamp.org.  I hope to have it up and running in a week or so.

Section 199M

2:10-3:30 Tuesdays and Thursdays

Dunleavy 228

Section 199N

3:40-5:00 Tuesdays and Thursdays

Dunleavy 227

Please see the Departmental Syllabus for specifics in terms of the course objectives, grading scheme, and final examination.
Policies specific to this class:

Attendance and participation is required for all classes unless you have a valid excuse.  I will adjust grades based upon attendance and participation as outlined in the departmental syllabus.

The final paper will be penalized if late at a full letter grade per day, although I reserve the right to mitigate the penalty if there are extenuating circumstances.  If you have conflicting deadlines or other problems, let me know ahead of time.  I do grant extensions, but not ex post facto.  It is easier to grade all of an assignment at once instead of dragging it out over weeks.  If you hand in a late paper, you can expect to get a late response.  If a paper demonstrates noticeable weaknesses, I will allow revisions.  I consider revision to be part of the writing process and am more interested in developing student skills than penalizing poor work.  Keep in mind that as far as “poor work” goes, I do make a distinction between the need to develop skills and negligence.  I generally do not award extra credit, however.

The 50% of the grade covered by exams will be covered in three sections of 15, 15, and 20 percent a piece.

You will receive the assignment for the final essay by week four.

Academic Honesty

The departmental syllabus details what is considered to be academically dishonest.  This includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism and cheating in class.  Students should also be respectful to their classmates.  All students should be familiar with Niagara University’s academic honesty policy.  It is posted on the university Web site at:

http://mynu.niagara.edu/mynu2/documents/AcademicIntegrityfinal4207approvedbySenate.pdf

According to Niagara University policy, instructors have the ability to sanction students as necessary.

Week One 
From Global Civil War to Global Colossus – America in Depression and War


August 28

Class introductions, syllabus, course objectives

August 30
Class cancelled – picking up my car in Billings, Montana!

For next week: 
Read Mosin Hamid’s editorial “Why Do They Hate Us” from the Washington Post’s opinion page from July 22, 2007.  On his Web site at:

http://www.mohsinhamid.com/whydotheyhateus.html
Week Two 

Preparing for Life After War
September 4

Text:
Chapter One

September 6
George Marshall, “European Unity,” Truman on the Fair Deal, and Robert Taft’s “Individual Liberty vs. Big Government” in Echoes
Week Three

Origins of The Cold War, European Reconstruction
September 10

Text:
Chapter Two

September 12 
Kennan’s “The Sources of Soviet Conduct” (i.e. the “Long Telegram,”) Douglas Macarthur “What is Policy in Korea,” and Truman’s address to the American people on Korea in Echoes
Week Four

Wealth and Worry in Eisenhower’s America

September 17

Text:
Chapter Three 

Wells:
Chapter One

September 19
Eisenhower “The Middle Road” and address on the situation in Little Rock, McCarthy’s Speech and Congressional testimony
Week Five

Challenges of Soviet Power and Decolonization

September 24 

Text: 
Chapter Four

September 26

In class exam
John Foster Dulles’s Speech in New York, the Eisenhower Doctrine, the Declaration of Havana and Fidel Castro’s “The Purpose of the Revolution” in Echoes

Also, Eisenhower’s “Farwell Address”

http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=90&page=transcript

Week Six

Kennedy and King

October 1 

Text:
Chapter Five

October 3

In class movie: Eyes on the Prize – vol. 2.




Brown vs. Board of Education in Echoes




Martin Luther King “Letter from a Birmingham Jail”




http://www.thekingcenter.org/prog/non/Letter.pdf

Week Seven

The Great Society



Text:
Chapter Six

October 8 – Columbus Day – No Class

October 10
Echoes, Doc. IV.C (Johnson)

Week Eight

The Tragedy of Vietnam

October 15

Text:
Chapter Seven




Johnson’s message to Congress, Gulf of Tonkin Resolution




http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/tonkin-g.htm

October 17
Eisenhower and Kennedy’s Letters to Ngo Dinh Diem, Johnson’s Speech on Vietnam in Echoes

Also:
Text of Gulf of Tonkin Resolution:


http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/tonkin-g.htm
Week Nine

Radical America and 1968
October 22

Text:
Chapter Eight

October 24
In class exam
Black Panther Party Platform, the NOW and Port Huron statements, and the Kerner Report on Civil Disorders in Echoes 
Week Ten

Détente and Destabilization
October 29

Text:
Chapter Nine



Echoes: Kissinger “American INterests

October 31

Wells:
Chapter Three

Week Eleven

Watergate – Democracy on the Brink

November 5

Text:
Chapter Ten

November 7 
Nixon’s address to the American people and excerpts from the Watergate Tapes, Barbara Jordan’s testimony in Echoes


Also: The War Powers Resolution


http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/warpower.htm
Week Twelve

From Disco to Disaster – The Carter Years

November 12

Text:
Chapter Eleven

November 14

In class exam
Carters address on Afghanistan and his Energy Policy Speech, Vance’s statement on African policy in Echoes
Week Thirteen
Cold War, Velvet Revolutions, and a New World Order

November 19 

Text: 
Chapter 13

November 21 – Thanksgiving Break – No Class

Week Fourteen
Reagan and the Right

November 26

Text:
Chapter 12


Wells:
Chapter Four and the statement by U.S. Bishops on Catholic Social Teaching in Echoes

November 28
Reagan’s “Evil Empire” speech and address to the 1980 Republican convention in  Echoes




Also, Newt Gingrich’s “Contract With America” at




http://www.house.gov/house/Contract/CONTRACT.html
Week Fifteen 

Global Economies, Global Terror



Text: 
Chapter 14

November 3

Wells, Chapter Five

November 5
Osama bin Laden “Declaration of Jihad against Americans Occupying the Land of the Two Holy Mosques” (on reserve)

George W. Bush “They Hate our Freedom”
(on reserve)

Esssay Due in Class on Final Day

