The Permanent Cold War
Alliances, Brinkmanship and Massive Retaliation

"Rather than let the Communists nibble us to death all over the world in little wars, we would rely in the future primarily on our massive mobile retaliatory power which we could use in our discretion against the major source of aggression at times and places that we choose."  - Vice President Richard Nixon in 1954

NSC 162/12 and American nuclear doctrine (1953)


“Massive retaliation”


Dulles and Brinkmanship



SEATO (Southeast Asia Treaty Organization) (1954-1977)


CENTO (Central Treaty Organization / Baghdad Pact) (1954-1979)

Gary Powers and the U2 incident (May 1, 1960)


Nikita Khrushchev (Ники́та Серге́евич Хрущёв)

 “We will bury you” speech – October 1960

Tsar Bomba (October 1961) – Soviets detonate 50+ megaton thermonuclear device over Novaya Zemlya
The Berlin Wall (June 16, 1961)

“Noone has the intention of building a Wall” – Walter Ulbricht (SED party chairman in GDR, 1961)


Kennedy and “Ich bin ein Berliner” speech (1963)

Castro, Cuba, and the Cuban Missile Crisis

Guatemala and Iran all over again?


Bay of Pigs Invasion (April 15, 1961)


Fear of a “missile gap” vs. actual nuclear capabilities


Soviet fear of American missile superiority and Turkey


Discovery of missile sites in Cuba (October 1962)


Invasion vs. blockade


The brink of nuclear war – Soviet military and nuclear capabilities


Khrushchev, Kennedy, negotiations and the end of the crisis

How close were we to nuclear war?
Buffalo and the Cold War

Nike Base Park (Nike Site NF-74/75 dual site) on Grand Island

From Massive Retaliation to Mutually Assured Destruction
