History 199 – Sections L and  N
Section L
Tuesday 17:40 - 20:25   Saint Vincent's 301

Section N
Monday 16:20 – 19:05
Vincent Hall 109

Brian Campbell, Ph.D. – Adjunct Professor

E-mail: brianwcamp@yahoo.com

Phone: (716) 239-0213

There is a Web page for this class linked to the front page of:  www.bcampbell.org
Assignments, outlines, and information can all be found there.

Policies specific to this class:

According to the Niagara University mission statement, History 199 is supposed to foster and improve literacy.  To that end, I have modified the departmental syllabus to increase attention given to writing in this course.

Grading
Three short quizzes




10, 10 and 15% each

Short paper (2-3 pages)and presentation


15%

Term paper





25%

Final examination




25%

Short Quizzes
Three times during the semester, there will be a short quiz on terms and geographic locations important to the class.  You will receive a list of terms prior to the quiz and you will have some degree of choice in terms of what to answer.

Short paper (2-3 pages) and presentation
Each week, three students will give an oral presentation to the class based upon the readings in Major Problems in American History Since 1945 or Growing Up in Mississippi, depending on the week’s assignments.  This presentation will be based upon a short (2-3) page paper which should be treated as a formal essay, not a reaction paper, with a thesis using the text to make a historical argument.  I will return a page of typed notes to each student illustrating the strengths and weaknesses of their argument, with the goal of improving writing from the short paper to the longer term paper.  You may either read the paper aloud or give a more informal discussion of that reading, but it should not last longer than ten minutes.  You must also develop at least one question relevant to the text that the class will discuss.  If there is something you do not understand about the text, that may be your question too.   The short paper is due two weeks after the presentation, but may be completed earlier.

Term Paper (4-6 pages)
The term paper serves as an introduction to historical writing and is a further development of your critical thinking skills.   Before Spring Break, I will present you with four broad questions relating to the course readings.  From those broad questions, you will have to develop a historical thesis and use the information in those readings to prove your argument.  You will be required to cite the paper properly using AHA or Chicago style notes.  This is not a research paper and you are not expected to bring in sources from outside the readings.  

I will accept rough drafts of the paper up to two weeks before the final due date.  This will require you to think ahead, but if you wish to work on your writing skills, this would be an excellent opportunity.

Remember two or four pages means two or four complete pages, not one or three pages and a line on pages two or four!

Final Examination

The final examination is often the toughest part of this class, based upon a multiple choice section and a short essay.  Often the grades are curved due to the examination’s difficulty.  According to the department’s guidelines, attendance and participation can be used to modify the course grade.  For my section, the policy will be enforced through the curve on this examination.  If a student has failed to prepare for or attend class, that student’s grade will be lower than those who have.  Students who make an effort to attend and participate will have their curve increased accordingly.  In this way, the attendance and participation grade will be included in to the final examination grade.

Due dates, attendance and grading
You are expected to attend all classes and have read and prepared the required readings for that week.  If you have a valid excuse for a missed class please let me know, preferably in advance.  If you cannot make an exam date or due date also let me know.  If you have several deadlines converging on the same date, I am willing to grant an extension within reason.

Academic Honesty

The departmental syllabus details what is considered to be academically dishonest.  This includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism and cheating in class.  Students should also be respectful to their classmates.  All students should be familiar with Niagara University’s academic honesty policy.  It is posted on the university Web site at:

http://mynu.niagara.edu/mynu2/documents/AcademicIntegrityfinal4207approvedbySenate.pdf

According to Niagara University policy, instructors have the ability to sanction students as necessary.  Last semester, I caught three students involved in plagiarism and all of them were punished accordingly.  I have taught quite a bit over the last five years, so I know what to look for.  Don’t try and play me for the fool, if you know what I mean.

Format of the Classes
Because the class meets once a week, I am not able to set up a discussion on Thursday by lecturing on the preceding Tuesday.  So instead, I will be giving lectures at the end of class and then during the next week we will have the discussion of the texts and essays.  So the lecture on Week One will set up the readings for Week Two and so on.  We will also watch several movies and shorter films during the semester.  Finally, we will (mercifully) take a break about halfway through class so there is no riot or massive nap attack.

Course Schedule and Readings

The first date is for Section L, the second date is for Section N

Please note that Section N meets for fourteen weeks and L meets for fifteen.  Section N skips week 14 in the syllabus

Week One

January 22 (L)
January 28 (N)

Introduction to the Course – America up to 1945




In Class:
Read Mosin Hamid’s editorial “Why Do They Hate Us” 




from the Washington Post’s opinion page from July 22, 






2007.  On his Web site at:




http://www.mohsinhamid.com/whydotheyhateus.html
Week Two

January 29 (L)
February 4 (N)

Cold War and Red Scare
Text:
Chapters One and Two

In class movie
Duck and Cover

Readings:
Kennan, “Long Telegram,” pp. 39-42




Noivkov, “Report on US Drive for World Supremacy,” pp. 43-46




“The Truman Doctrine,” pp. 46-48




Offner, “President Truman and the Origins of the Cold War,” 55-63.

Week Three

February 5 (L)
February 11 (N)

Life in the 1950s
Text:
Chapter Three

Readings:
“Newsweek Decries the Problem of Dangerous Teens,” 85-88




“Life Magazine Identifies the New Teen-Age Market,” 88-90




“US News and World Report on Mass Culture and Televisoin,” 90-94




“Vance Packard Warns Against the ‘Hidden Persuaders,” 94-97




Marchand, “Visions of Classlessness,” 97-109

Week Four

February 12 (L)
February 18 (N)

The Cuban Missile Crisis and American Foreign Policy
Text: 
Chapter Four

Readings:
“Fidel Castro Denounces U.S. Policy Towards Cuba,” 127-130




“President Kennedy and His Advisers Debate Cuba,” 136-144




“Premier Khrushchev Appeals to Kennedy,” 144-147




“Dobrynin Reports on his Meeting With Robert Kennedy,” 147-148


In Class Movie:
Fog of War






Quiz – Both Sections

Week Five

February 19 (L)
February 25 (N)

The Civil Rights Struggle

Text:
Chapter Five

Readings:
First two parts of Growing Up in Mississippi



“Martin Luther King – I Have a Dream,” 182-185




“Stokey Carmichael Explains Black Power,” 185-187




Sagrue, “The Continuing Racial Crisis,” 203-209



In Class Movie:
“Eyes on the Prize”

Week  Six

February 26 (L)
March 3 (N)

From New Deal to Great Society
Text:
Chapter Six

Readings:
Second two parts of Growing Up in Mississippi



“Lyndon Johnson Declares War on Poverty,” 1964




Lassiter, “Suburban Politics and the Limits of the Great Society”

Week Seven

March 4 (L)
March 10 (N)

The Tragedy of Vietnam

Text:
Chapter Seven

Readings: 
“Vietnamese Declaration of Independence,” 325-327




“Eisenhower on the Domino Theory,” 327-328




“Gulf of Tonkin Resolutoin,” 331-332




“Johnson’s Advisors Debate the War, 1965,” 332-334




Michael Hunt, “The Wages of War,” 338-342

Week Eight

March 11 (L)
March 31 (N)

Radicalism, Feminism, and the Reshaping of America
Text:
Chapter Eight 

Readings:
“Port Huron Statement,” 245-250




“New Age at Total Loss Farm,” 255-258




“Betty Friedan and the Problem That Has No Name,” 281-284




“NOW Statement of Purpose,” 284-286




Roe v. Wade, 292-295




Phyllis Schaffaly and the Positive Woman, 295-298




Echols, “Women’s Liberation and Sixties Radicalism”




Quiz – Both Sections

Week Nine

March 25 (L) 
April 7  (N)

Watergate and American Malaise

Text:
Chapters Nine and Ten


Readings
“Senate Report on Campaign against King,” 187-189




“Senate Report on Attempts to Assassinate Castro,” 134-136




“Smoking Gun” tape from Watergate




“Jimmy Carter and the Crisis of the American Sprit,” 353-355

Week Ten

April 1 (L)
April 14  (N)

“Morning in America” – The Reagan Revolution
Text:
Chapter 11


Readings:
“Reagan Calls for New Economic Policies,” 355-356




“A New Right Activist Explains Conservative Success,” 356-360




“Ronald Regan Proclaims ‘Spiritual Awakening,” 360-351





“Koop Recalls Administration Response to AIDS Crisis,” 369-372




Ginsberg and Shefter, “The Republicans Take Control”


Week Eleven

April 8 (L)
April 21  (N)

The Nineties and Bill Clinton 


Text:
Chapter 12



Readings:
“President Clitnton’s ‘New Covenant,” 473-475




“’Gays in the Military’ Mobilize Conservatives,” 475-478




“Republican ‘Contract With America,’” 478-480




“Clinton Ends ‘Welfare as We Know It,’” 480-482




“How the Nation’s Agenda is Set,” 485-488




Miroff, “Bill Clinton and the Imperial Presidency,” 488-501

Week Twelve

April 15 (L)
April 28  (N)

Globalization and the Dot Com Economy 
Text: 
Chapter 13

Readings:
“’New Democrats’ Hail the New Economy,” 395-397




“Federal Reserve Report Extols ‘Mass Customization,’” 397-403




“Money Asks Wal-Mart, ‘How Big Can it Get?’” 403-405




“A Critic Assails the Influence of Wal-Mart,”405-408




“A Columnist Decries Outsourcing,” 408-409




Wiess, “The Fragmenting of America,” 423-434

Week Thirteen

April 22 (L)





Movie:
To be announced




Quiz – Section L Only

Week Fourteen

April 29 (L)
 May 5  (N)

America After September 11


Text: 
Chapter 14

Readings:
“President G.H.W. Bush and the New World Order,” 511-512




“Osama Bin Laden Declares Jihad Against America,” 514-516




“George Bush announces New National Security Strategy,” 519-522




“Losing Hearts and Minds in Iraq,” 514-527




Quiz – Section N Only

