January 28, 2008

Preparing for Life After Wartime
Today we will have introductions, take a break, discuss the article by Hamid shortly, and have a lecture.

New Deal, New War and New World Order - The Shape of America Before 1945

Prologue: What is History and Who Decides?
World War II as Media History

The Longest Day (1962), Battle of the Bulge (1965), Hollywood, and Cold War sensibilities


Saving Private Ryan (1998) and Band of Brothers (2001) - “realism” and revision

Roosevelt and the New Deal

The Great Depression in American history

Tariffs, credit, and collapse

“Black Thursday” October 24, 1929 - and “Black Tuesday” the panic that followed

Banking collapse

“Bonus March” of 1932


The Roosevelt Administration



Bank Holiday of 1933



The “Hundred Days”

World War II and Planning for the Post-War World


Atlantic Charter (1941)


Attack on Pearl Harbor (December 7, 1941)


Bretton Woods Conference (1944) – securing global economic security

International Monetary Fund (IMF) (1945)

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) (1945)

World Bank (1945)


The Soviet Union and the Battle of Warsaw (1944) 

Yalta Conference and the division of Europe (1945)


Potsdam Conference (1945) and division of Germany


Battle of Okinawa (1945) – costly American victory


Manhattan Project (1942-1945) – Atomic weapons program


Hiroshima and Nagasaki (August 6 and 9, 1945) – Atomic bombing of Japan


United Nations (April 25, 1945) and the “Big Four”


International Military Tribunals - Nuremberg and Tokyo (1946)

Planning for Post-War America


Demobilization


John Maynard Keynes – and Keynesian economic policy



Criticism of laissez-faire economic policy

Monetary supply policy



“Multiplier effect”


G.I. Bill of Rights – Servicemen’s Readjustment Act (1944)


“Baby Boom” and demographic explosion


Big Labor – Automotive and Mineworkers’ Strikes of 1945


“Had Enough?” Campaign (1946) and the Taft-Hartley Act (1947)

“From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic, an Iron Curtain has descended across the continent.” – Winston Churchill at Westminster College – March 5, 1946

On the way to the Cold War – (next week)
