April 2, 2009

Another three essays went out this morning.  I’ll be doing them every morning until finished.  I will have final essay and exam terms next week.

The Burglary – June 17, 1972

James McCord and the link to CREEP (Committee to REElect the President)


Howard Hunt, G. Gordon Liddy and further links


Woodward, Bernstein and the Washington Post


Links $25,000 to McCord (mentioned in tapes)



“Deep Throat” (Mark Felt) and the need to “fix the leaks”



Attorney General Mitchell and Nixon’s “slush fund”


The election, CREEP, and the “Dirty Tricks Campaign”

Fabricating racial slurs attributed to Democrats – Muskie and the “Canucks”

Infiltration of the Democratic Party

Hush money problems within Republican party


Guilty verdicts and resignations



Conviction of Watergate burglars (April 1973)

Resignations (covered in Nixon speech) –Haldeman, Erlichman, and Attorney General Kleindienst



The Coverup


Archibald Cox as independent investigator


Senate investigation and taping revelations (July 1973)


Subpoena by Cox, demand for tapes


The “Saturday Night Massacre” (October 20, 1973)



Attorney Generals Elliot Richardson, William Rucklehaus and Cox fired



“I am not a crook!” Nixon at press conference in November


Leon Jaworksi continues investigation – declines to indict president at first



Subpoena of tapes and Supreme Court decision (July 1974)



July 23 tape and the “smoking gun”



Impeachment articles by House of Representatives (late July 1974)



Nixon resigns (August 8, 1974)

The Fallout

President Ford’s pardon of Nixon (September 8, 1974)


War Powers Resolution (1973)

The CIA’s “Family Jewels,” Seymour Hersh and the Church Commission (1975)

Freedom of Information Act (1976)


Attitudes towards government and voter participation


Media, morality, and scandals

Jimmy Carter - the Accidental President

Watergate discontent and the 1976 election


Stagflation, gas lines, and inflation


“Malaise” and Jimmy Carter

Rise of the Right

Race and political reorganization - the new “Solid South”




Richard Nixon and the “Southern Strategy”




“Boll Weevil” Democrats



Ronald Reagan and the “States Rights” speech in Neshoba, MS



George Bush and Willie Horton (1988)


Christianity, anti-communism, and morality in politics



Jerry Falwell and the Moral Majority (1979-1989)



Pat Robertson and the rise of right wing media


Erosion of labor unions and decline of the Democratic Midwest
