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Renewal of the Cold War

The Iranian Revolution (1978-1979)



Fall of Pahlavi Shah and the rise of Ayatollah Khomeni



Hostage Crisis (1979-1980)



The Iran-Iraq War (1980-1988) and American involvement


Soviet invasion of Afghanistan (1979) and military revival



Olympic boycotts (Moscow 1980, Los Angeles 1984)



Strategic and conventional modernization


Cold War in Europe



Solidarity and martial law in Poland (1980)



Pershing II and SS-20 - the threat of intermediate missiles



“Swords into Plowshares” - the anti-nuclear protest movement in Europe


Cold War in Latin America



El Salvador, Nicaragua and the Sandinistas



The Boland Amendments (1982, 84) and the Iran-Contra scandal, Grenada (1983)


Cold War in Africa and Asia



South Africa, Apartheid and regional stability



Libya, disco bombings, terrorism, and retaliation

Lebanon, the Marine Barracks bombing and America’s relationship with Israel


The Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI) “Star Wars” - bluff, or a new arms race?”

America at Home

Reaganomics and the legacy of the New Deal



“Supply Side” economics and the Laffer Curve



Economic Recovery Tax Act (1981)



Debt, trade deficits, and the expanding economy



Deregulation, “Baby Bells” and “mergermania” 



Savings and Loan Scandal

Rising economy, declining economic equality, did “trickle down” really work?

Collapse of the Soviet Empire

Arms race and pressures on the Soviet economy and society


Economic equality – equality in poverty


Soviet socialism and the state of permanent war


A multi-ethnic empire, dominated by ethnic Russians

Gorbachev and Glastnost

Peristroika – or “restructuring” – better socialism through moral appeal


Glastnost – or “openness” – attempting to open up Soviet Union to outside ideas



Chernobyl (1986) – ecological and political fallout


Reykjavik and INF Treaty (1987)


START treaties (begun in 1982, signed in 1991)


Withdrawal from Afghanistan (1988)

Disintegration of an Empire


The Baltics (Lithuania, Estonia, and Latvia) and ethnic conflict


East European reformers and the “Sinatra Doctrine”



Hungary and the open border (1989)



East Germany and the fall of the Berlin Wall (1989)



Romania, Ceauşescu, and bloodshed


End of the Soviet Union



Coup against Gorbachev (1991) and end of Soviet Union



Economic crisis and collapse, second coup attempt (1993)



Ethnic warfare on the margins – Transdnistria and Chechnya

Tiananmen Square (1989) and the “Chinese Solution”

Creation of a “New World Order”


The United Nations and the Persian Gulf War (1991)


NAFTA (1994), World Trade Organization (1995) and globalization



Economic boom led by banking and technology



Outsourcing and manufacturing employment



“McJobs” and the rise of the service sector


Rise of the European Union (1992) and the birth of the Euro (2002)

Final Essay Questions
This semester we have had assignments dealing with civil rights and the intersection of capitalism and culture.  For the final essay, which should be four to six pages in length, choose from the following topics.  For each topic, we have read material out of Problems in American History which should give you sufficient primary material to write your essay.  While the first question mainly deals with the United States over the last two decades, the other two could take a broader view if you have an interest in the Cold War or the balance of power between American political parties.

For each question, it is up to you to develop a thesis.  Be sure to ask yourself, what am I trying to prove here?  Remember that it is not enough to describe what happened; you have to demonstrate that you understand its importance.  Your introduction and conclusion should avoid vague, sweeping statements and instead concentrate on what you are trying to prove.

Common Issues
· Be sure to cite properly.  Many papers lost part of a grade for failure to cite.  Papers this time will be more heavily penalized.

· Decades are plurals, not possessives (1950s, not 1950’s)

· Use proper nouns correctly.  Do not capitalize for emphasis or for nouns.  You are not writing in German.

· Be sure to proofread carefully.  Read your paper aloud if proofreading is a weakness.

· Possessives and plurals.  You use apostrophes only with possessives or with possessive plurals, not with words that are simply plural.

America and the Economy
America has been the world’s preeminent economic power since the Second World War, but its relative strength has weakened and the economy has become more globalized.  How has the economy changed since the 1950s compared to the globalized economy of today?  What is the connection between American economic development and events external to America?  How have administrations sought to deal with chronic issues like employment, inflation, the threat of recession, or global competition?  In your opinion, which administration has performed the best in terms of meeting America’s economic needs and why?

American Foreign Policy
Since the Second World War, the United States has emerged as a superpower.  Some would argue that since the fall of the Soviet Union, the United States has been the only superpower.  What have been the foreign policy goals of the United States?  How have the means of American foreign policy compared to its ends?  Did the United States win the Cold War?  Were its policies effective?  Where were they most effective and why?  Has American foreign policy tended to be a stabilizing influence?  What is the relationship between foreign policy and domestic policy?  Is it true that “all politics is local” or are administrations swayed more by events abroad?

The Political Shape of America 

What is the role of religion in addressing social problems in the United States?  How have conservatives and liberals both harnessed religion for their own causes?  Why did the New Deal consensus break down over time and how has Conservatism responded to liberal policies?  How have liberal and conservative attitudes changed over time and how do we see them reflected in current policies and ideas?

