History 199 – United States in the Contemporary World - Sections I and  J

Niagara University – Spring 2009 Semester
Section I
Tuesdays and Thursdays  11:10 - 12:30 Dunleavy 227

Section J
Tuesdays and Thursdays  12:40 - 14:00 Dunleavy 227

Brian Campbell, Ph.D. – Adjunct Professor

E-mail: addresstba@mail.niagara.edu or brianwcamp@yahoo.com 

Phone: (716) 239-0213

Office hours:  Half hour before class – meet in the library.

There is a Web page for this class linked to the front page of:  www.bcampbell.org
Assignments, outlines, and information can all be found there.

Catalog description:   Interpretive overview of developments affecting America and Americans during the turbulent years since World War II.  Examines the nation’s rise as a global superpower, the expanding role of government, and related political, economic, scientific, social, and cultural developments. Provides perspective on our future by evaluating the impact of developments on fundamental American values. 

Method of Instruction:  Lecture and class discussion.

General Education Goals and  History 199 Student Learning Outcomes:


1) Critical Thinking Skills


Niagara prepares its students for positions of responsibility in the professions and in the broader society, including critical thinking skills.

Student Learning Outcomes: 

· Demonstrated understanding of core critical thinking skills of different fields of study (history).

· Demonstrated understanding of key political, social and scientific developments that are shaping the 21st century and a willingness to explore their implications for the future.

2) Information Literacy Skills

Niagara prepares its students for positions of responsibility in the professions and in the broader society, including the development of information literacy skills and technological competency.

Student Learning Outcomes: 

· Demonstrated ability to analyze a problem (Identify the need for information)

· Demonstrated ability to conduct appropriate research (Access information)

· Demonstrated ability to differentiate between facts and popular misconceptions (Evaluate information)

· Demonstrated ability to synthesize a solution (Use information)

· Demonstrated ability to ethically attribute sources of information (Attribute information)

3) A Strong Ethical and Values Foundation

Niagara prepares its students for positions of responsibility in the professions and in the broader society, through: perspectives in the search for truth and meaning; respect for God-given dignity of every person and all faith traditions; commitment to social justice; a strong ethical foundation; and the inspiration to make a positive difference in the world by serving all members of society, especially the poor and oppressed. 

Student Learning Outcome: 

· Demonstrated appreciation of cultural diversity, the validity of other cultures and the social and political ramifications of cultural integration globally and at home.

Additional Course Student Learning Outcome:

· Demonstrated ability to locate historically significance geographic features and political entities. 

Required Texts
Ann Moody 

Coming of Age in Mississippi





Robert Griffith et. al.
Major Problems In American History Since 1945: Documents and Essays


Michael Schaller et. al.
Present Tense: The United States Since 1945


Grading and Outcomes Assessment
Class participation


10%

Group presentations


10%

Midterm paper (3-5 pages)

15%

Final paper (4-6 pages)


25%

Mid-term examination


15%



Final exam



25%

Class Participation and Attendance Policy
Students are required to attend all class meetings and prepare the assigned readings and exercises.  I will present questions to the class on the assigned readings.  Students will be expected to discuss the questions intelligently in each class.

Failure to attend or prepare for class will result in a lower class participation grade.  Students who fail to attend or prepare for class can also expect lower grades on other assignments, as they will have missed vital lectures and class discussions.  Students who miss more than ten class meetings will automatically fail the course unless there is a legitimate, verifiable excuse.

Group Presentations
An interest of mine as a historian is the role of culture in shaping history and as a reflection of it.  Twice this semester, the class will divide into groups of five and present a short, in class presentation of their findings.

The first presentation will involve advertising from the 1950s.  You and your group will have to find an advertisement from the 1950s or the early 1960s and discuss it to the class using Mad Men and the articles from week four as background.  You should explain who the advertisement targeted and how it hoped to transmit its message.  You can either find a print advertisement in a magazine from the period, or you can use a video, should you be able to locate one, perhaps on YouTube.

The second presentation takes place before Easter and will give us a bit of respite before finishing the semester.  Towards the end of the Reagan presidency, hip-hop, punk, and grunge music represented dissatisfaction with conservatism in the United States.  This period also marks the ascendancy of the religious right, which rejected secular culture as leading to the disintegration of the nation.  Your group will choose either a song/video from the hip-hop, punk, or grunge movements or analyze a Web site from a leading Christian conservative organization, such as James Dobson’s Focus on the Family Web site.  Your presentation will discuss the music or information with respect to the readings about the Reagan Revolution and, perhaps, counterculture and black power readings done earlier.

For both presentations, groups must submit a 2-3 page summary.  While these presentations should be fun, be sure to take your chosen advertisement or song seriously and consider its historical importance.  Your grade will be based on that, not entertainment value!

Midterm Paper (3-5 pages)
History 199 is seen by Niagara University as part of a sequence of classes building upon Writing and Thinking.  These classes are to improve the literacy and writing skills of Niagara undergraduates and expand critical writing skills.  To that end, there are two papers in this class.  The first paper has a focused theme, based on Anne Moody’s Growing Up in Mississippi, to assist students develop an effective thesis.  Students are invited to submit rough drafts of their paper a week before they are due.  Students will receive a detailed, written analysis of their paper, analyzing the strengths and weaknesses of their writing.  Students will be expected to apply this critique to their final paper.

Final Paper (4-6 pages)
The second paper seeks to build on skills learned from the first paper while expanding the size and scope of the essay.  Students will write a longer paper on a topic of their choice from a list of suggested topics, giving students more latitude to pursue a historical topic of their own interest.  All of these topics will address readings from the semester.  I will accept rough drafts of the paper up to the week before the final due date.  

Midterm Examination
The midterm examination will have three components.  One will test geography, particular international geography.  The second will have students write a short paragraph on terms discussed in the course.  The final component will be a short essay.  You will receive a list of terms and essay topics two weeks before the midterm.

Final Examination

There is no longer a common History 199 final examination.  The final examination will be similar in format to the midterm examination, requiring students to have specific knowledge of important events in American history since 1945.  It will also test geographic knowledge and have a substantial essay component.  Students will receive specific details on the final examination two weeks prior to the exam.

Academic Honesty

The departmental syllabus details what is considered to be academically dishonest.  This includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism and cheating in class.  Students should also be respectful to their classmates.  All students should be familiar with Niagara University’s academic honesty policy.  It is posted on the university Web site at:

http://mynu.niagara.edu/mynu2/documents/AcademicIntegrityfinal4207approvedbySenate.pdf

According to Niagara University policy, instructors have the ability to sanction students as necessary.  I have taught quite a bit over the last five years, so I know what to look for.  I will fail you for a paper or the course depending on the severity of the plagiarism.

Students with Disabilities Policy 

Students with documented disabilities who may need accommodations, who have any emergency medical information the instructor should know of, or who need special arrangements in the event of evacuation, should make an appointment with the instructor as early as possible in the semester, preferably no later than the first week of the classes. Students must also register with the designated University Service Provider for Students with Disabilities (286-8390) in order to facilitate the provision of needed accommodations.

Office Hours and Availability
I teach three additional courses at Buffalo State College which begin at 3:05.  This means I need to leave Section J more or less immediately to get home and then walk to Buffalo State.  If you need to meet with me, be sure to do so before class or before my first section.  If we cannot meet in person, keep in mind that you can always call me – the phone number listed is my cell phone.  (After 7:00 PM is best, of course, as that’s when I get my Verizon minutes for free!)

Week One
Introduction to the Course – America up to 1945

Thursday
January 15

Class introductions






The Great Depression and its legacy






World War II and America on the global stage




In Class:
Read Mosin Hamid’s editorial “Why Do They Hate Us” 




from the Washington Post’s opinion page from July 22, 2007.  




On his Web site at:  http://www.mohsinhamid.com/whydotheyhateus.html
Week Two

American Colossus and the Origins of the Cold War


Text:
Chapters One and Two

Tuesday
January 20
Lecture on America’s role in shaping the post-war world



Readings:
Noivkov, “Report on US Drive for World Supremacy,” pp. 43-46





“The Truman Doctrine,” pp. 46-48

Thursday
January 22
Lecture on atomic politics and the emergence of the Cold War





Watch Duck and Cover


Reading:
Kennan, “Long Telegram,” pp. 39-42





Offner, “President Truman and the Origins of the Cold War,” 55-63.

Week Three

The American Dream and the Red Scare




Text:
Chapter Three
Tuesday
January 27
Lecture on the Red Scare

Thursday
January 29 
Lecture on post-war boom and consumerism





Watch episode of Mad Men in class

Week Four

Consumerism, Colonies and Communism




Text: 
Chapter Four

Tuesday
February 3
Presentations of advertising exercise



Readings:
“Newsweek Decries the Problem of Dangerous Teens,” 85-88





“Life Magazine Identifies the New Teen-Age Market,” 88-90





“US News and World Report on Mass Culture and Television,” 90-94





“Vance Packard Warns Against the ‘Hidden Persuaders,” 94-97





Marchand, “Visions of Classlessness,” 97-109

Thursday
February 5 
Lecture on de-colonization and American foreign Policy

Week Five

The Cuban Missile Crisis and American Foreign Policy 



Text:
Chapter Five
Tuesday
February 10
Lecture on the Cuban Missile Crisis and the depths of the Cold War



Readings:
“Fidel Castro Denounces U.S. Policy Towards Cuba,” 127-130





“President Kennedy and His Advisers Debate Cuba,” 136-144





“Premier Khrushchev Appeals to Kennedy,” 144-147





“Dobrynin Reports on his Meeting With Robert Kennedy,” 147-148

Thursday
February 12 
In Class Movie:
Fog of War
Week  Six

The Civil Rights Struggle




Text:
Chapter Six
Tuesday
February 17
Lecture on the civil rights struggle up to 1964



In Class Movie:
“Eyes on the Prize”

Thursday
February 19
Discussion of documents and Growing Up in Mississippi



Readings:
First two parts of Growing Up in Mississippi




“Martin Luther King – I Have a Dream,” 182-185





Sagrue, “The Continuing Racial Crisis,” 203-209

Week Seven

From New Deal to Great Society




Text:
Chapter Seven

Tuesday
February 24
Lecture on black radicalism and urban disintegration, continue 





discussion of Moody



Readings:
Second two parts of Growing Up in Mississippi




“Stokey Carmichael Explains Black Power,” 185-187

Thursday
February 26
Lecture on Johnson and the Great Society



Readings:
“Lyndon Johnson Declares War on Poverty,” 1964





Lassiter, “Suburban Politics and the Limits of the Great Society”

First Essay on Growing Up in Mississippi due in class on Thursday or by e-mail by Friday, February 27
Week Eight

SPRING BREAK

Week Nine 

The Tragedy of Vietnam 




Text:
Chapter Eight 

Tuesday
March 10
Midterm Examination

Thursday
March 12
Lecture on the origins of the Vietnam conflict and its escalation Peace 




With Honor, and the end of the Vietnam War, discussion of readings



Readings: 
“Vietnamese Declaration of Independence,” 325-327





“Eisenhower on the Domino Theory,” 327-328





“Gulf of Tonkin Resolutoin,” 331-332





“Johnson’s Advisors Debate the War, 1965,” 332-334





Michael Hunt, “The Wages of War,” 338-342
Week Ten

Radicalism, Feminism, and the Reshaping of America 



Text:
Chapters Nine and Ten

Tuesday
March 17
Lecture:
Student radicalism and counter-culture



Readings:
“Port Huron Statement,” 245-250





“New Age at Total Loss Farm,” 255-258

Thursday
March 19
Lecture:
Feminism, backlash, Nixon and the “Silent Majority”



Readings:
“Betty Friedan and the Problem That Has No Name,” 281-284





“NOW Statement of Purpose,” 284-286





Roe v. Wade, 292-295





Phyllis Schaffaly and the Positive Woman, 295-298





Echols, “Women’s Liberation and Sixties Radicalism”

Week Eleven

Watergate and American Malaise 



Text:
Chapter 11

Tuesday
March 24
Lecture:
Nixon and China, the Southern Strategy and the 







Republican Party, the Watergate crisis

Thursday
March 26
Lecture:
Church commission, War Powers, and backlash against 






Nixon, Stagflation and economic crisis, Jimmy Carter as 






the accidental president



Readings:
“Senate Report on Campaign against King,” 187-189





“Senate Report on Attempts to Assassinate Castro,” 134-136





“Smoking Gun” tape from Watergate





“Jimmy Carter and the Crisis of the American Sprit,” 353-355

Week Twelve

“Morning in America” – The Reagan Revolution 



Text:
Chapter 12


Tuesday
March 31
Lecture:
Reshaping the Republican party 

Thursday
April 2

Lecture:
The Second Cold War and American foreign policy in 






the 1980s


Readings:
“Reagan Calls for New Economic Policies,” 355-356





“A New Right Activist Explains Conservative Success,” 356-360





“Ronald Regan Proclaims ‘Spiritual Awakening,” 360-351






“Koop Recalls Administration Response to AIDS Crisis,” 369-372





Ginsberg and Shefter, “The Republicans Take Control”

Week Thirteen

Rap, Rock, Religion and the Culture Wars


Tuesday
April 7

Lecture on hip-hop, grunge, and the rise of the religious right



In class project – group presentations

EASTER BREAK APRIL 9

Week Fourteen
The Nineties and Bill Clinton



Text:
Chapter 13

Tuesday
April 14
Lecture:
George H.W. Bush and the end of the Cold War, Clinton 





and governing from the center

Thursday
April 16
Lecture:
The Gingrich Revolution and the rise of the 







conservatives



Readings:
“President Clitnton’s ‘New Covenant,” 473-475





“’Gays in the Military’ Mobilize Conservatives,” 475-478





“Republican ‘Contract With America,’” 478-480





“Clinton Ends ‘Welfare as We Know It,’” 480-482





“How the Nation’s Agenda is Set,” 485-488





Miroff, “Bill Clinton and the Imperial Presidency,” 488-501

Week Fifteen 

Globalization and the Dot Com Economy



Text: 
Chapter 14
Tuesday
April 21
Immigration, demographics, and reshaping race relations

Thursday
April 23
NAFTA, WTO, and the global economy


Readings:
“’New Democrats’ Hail the New Economy,” 395-397




“Federal Reserve Report Extols ‘Mass Customization,’” 397-403




“Money Asks Wal-Mart, ‘How Big Can it Get?’” 403-405




“A Critic Assails the Influence of Wal-Mart,”405-408




“A Columnist Decries Outsourcing,” 408-409




Wiess, “The Fragmenting of America,” 423-434


Week Sixteen 

America After September 11

Tuesday
April 28
Lecture:
September 11, Iraq, and the rise and fall of neo-





conservatism

Thursday
April 30
Lecture:
The domestic agenda of the Bush administration, the 




housing bubble, Hurricane Katrina and the challenges of the 21st century



Readings:
“President G.H.W. Bush and the New World Order,” 511-512





“Osama Bin Laden Declares Jihad Against America,” 514-516





“George Bush announces New National Security Strategy,” 519-522





“Losing Hearts and Minds in Iraq,” 514-527

