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The Origins of Organized Labour and Social Democracy

Part I - Labour Before 1860

The Start of Organized Labour

From guilds to industrial societies


Luddites (1811-1816)


Derbyshire Insurrection (1817)


Peterloo Massacre (1819)


Cato Street Consipriacy


Chartism and the link to labour

Utopian Socialism and the Birth of Anarchism

Claude Henri de Saint-Simon (


Charles Fourier (1772-1837) and the Commune




Robert Owen (1777-1858) 


Louis Auguste Blanqui (1805-1881) and the Vanguard


Pierre-Joseph Proudhon - anti-statist mutualism


Mikhail Baikunin (1814-1876) - collectivism, elimination of property

Organized Labour

Miner’s Association of Great Britain and Ireland (1844-8)


Grand National Consolidated Trade Union


New Model Trade Unions

We discussed Marxism and 1848 in previous lectures - see those notes to bridge between the 1840s and the 1860s.
Part II- Liberal Europe in the Wake of National Unification
English Liberalism’s Success - Labour Peace at Home


Gladstone and the Liberals, Disraeli and the Conservatives


Second Reform Bill (1867) - expanded franchise to all householders


Ballot Act (1872) - introduces secret ballot



Trade Union Act (1876) allowed picketing


“Municipal Socialism” and the Conservative Party (1895-1906)



Government monopolies on utilities and public services


Liberal Rule (1906-1916)



National Insurance Act (1911)



Parliament Bill (1911) - end of power of House of Lords



Suffragettes and Representation of the People Act (1918)

The End of Napoleon III and the Survival of the Republic


Paris Commune (March to May 1871)



Adolphe Thiers presidency (1871-1873)



Patrice MacMahon (1873-1879)



Constitution of 1875



Survival of the Third Republic

Liberalism’s Phyrric Victory in Germany

How United Was Germany in the 19th Century?



Loose federal structure

The Kulturkampf against Catholics and the rise of the Centre Party (1871-1878)



Dividing the Liberals and the threat of military rule



Prussian three tiered voting system



Pension, insurance and health insurance



Anti-Socialist Laws (1878)


Frederick II and the End of Bismarck (1888-1890)



The New Course - peace with the Social Democrats?

Emancipation and Anarchy in Illiberal Russia


Nicholas I (1825-1855) and loss in Crimea


Alexander II (1855-1881) and reform



Emancipation of serfs (1861)



Legal reform (1865)



Revolutionary and populist movements



Assasination (1881)


Slavophilism and Orthodoxy


Poland’s failed bid for independence (1863)

Austria-Hungary (1867-1918)


Emperor Franz-Joseph (1848-1916)


The Dual Monarchy


Liberal rule in Vienna - “Fin de Ciecle Vienna”


Hungary and ethnic dominance




Parliamentary system




Agricultural collapse




Accord with Croatia (1866)




Dominance over Slovakia, Transylvania


Bohemia and Moravia



Old Czechs and autonomy



Young Czechs and independence

Leading to Next Class
How do the changes of the 1860s affect the development of Social Democracy and the rise of unions in the last decades this class covers?

