September 5, 2007

Today’s Class
Today we will have a lecture on the American Civil War and the consequences of Reconstruction.  If the room has media already, we’ll do a study on how our understanding of history is influenced by the time in which they are written and their transmission in society.

Lecture
The American Civil War – In Brief – (1861-1865)

Struggle over state rights



Hartford Convention (1815)



South Carolina and the Nullification Crisis (1832)


Slavery as an Institution



Origins of slavery in North America



Constitutional questions



Eli Whitney and the Cotton Gin (1793)



Nat Turner’s Rebellion (1831) 



Balance between states, compromise and wars



Race, racism, and slavery


Outbreak of war



Election of Lincoln (1860) and secession (1861)



Fort Sumter and early Union defeats



The South in the Civil War



Antietam and the Emancipation Proclamation (1863)



Gettysburg, Vicksburg, and Confederate defeat

Reconstruction (1863-1877)


Precursors to Reconstruction




Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction (1863)

Lincoln’s proclamation that states could be readmitted with 10% of the population pledging to support the Union government

Wade-Davis Bill and origins of Radical Reconstruction (1864)

Butler, black soldiers and emancipation




Sherman and land redistribution



Presidential Reconstruction (1865-67)




Andrew Johnson and the defense of white yeomanry







Black Codes and discrimination





Return of Confederate leadership



Radical Reconstruction (1867-1877)




Freedmen’s Bureau




Civil Rights Act (1866) and 14th Amendment (




Reconstruction Acts (1867)




Impeachment of Andrew Johnson (1867)




15th Amendment




Readmission of Southern states – Texas v. White (1869)



Grant, Graft and Resistance




Corruption and patrimony




Southern Republicanism and black opportunities




Ku Klux Klan and the White League




“Redemption” and the Democratic Party




The Compromise of 1877 and the end to Reconstruction

We’ll take about a 20 minute break so you can read the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the Constitution as well as “Colloquy With Colored Ministers”
Keep these issues in mind while you read . . .

What does the 14th Amendment do to the relationship between the Federal and state governments?  What possible consequences might you see from this?  Why was this enacted in the wake of the Civil War?

How does the 15th Amendment fit in with the ideals of Radical Reconstruction?  Even if the goals of Radical Reconstruction were never met, how might this influence later events?

In the “Colloquy with Colored Ministers,” what are the most important issues to freed blacks following the end of the Civil War?  What are the attitudes of black Southerners towards the Confederate and United States governments?

How do the black ministers understand freedom?  What was their status when the war began?  How do they understand the Emancipation Proclamation? 

What does the document say about the organization of blacks during this period?  How are churches organized at this point in history?  What is the role of blacks in these organizations?

