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Presentation guidelines

Class discussions are supposed to bring together the primary texts we read with the lecture and textbook information to try and make sense of historical trends.  The presentations give you the opportunity to dig deeper into the texts and present your findings to your classmates. 

The class presentations are not supposed to be simple summaries of the readings themselves.  What are the common themes in these texts?  What are the important questions these texts address?  How to these texts fit in to the larger issues of the course?  The presentations do not need to address every text in the week’s readings, but should use them selectively in order to develop coherent questions and arguments.  You should approach them as though you were preparing to write a critical essay about them.  Because the themes discussed in class will eventually materialize as essay questions, it is always good to keep this in mind when reading the texts. 


In practical terms, presentations should provide you with the chance to hone public speaking skills which should serve you well in your future careers, be they in education, government, or private industry.  At some point, you will have to collect and collate information and present it in an effective manner to your colleagues, students, or an outside group. 

Broken down, grading looks like this:

A - Excellent

An A presentation successfully grounds the examined primary texts within the context of the secondary textbook and lecture information, establishing its relationship to larger themes explored in the class.  Excellent presentations will develop sophistication in the using primary texts to demonstrate these themes.  An excellent presentation will raise questions which will spark good class discussion for the remainder of the period, will be well organized and well delivered.

B - Good

A good presentation attempts the goals of the excellent presentation but falls short in some manner, be it in the level of sophistication, ability to tie the texts into larger ideas, or in terms of presentation to the classroom.  The questions posed by a good presentation demonstrate understanding of the issues involved.

C - Average

An average level presentation would offer an accurate summary of the articles but not offer any insight into how those articles are either linked to one another or to the issues discussed in the course.  An average presentation would pose questions which are self-evident or are easily answered.  Presentations with flaws in organization or delivery would fall into this category.

D and lower

The poor presentation contains factual errors about the texts being discussed or demonstrates a lack of preparation.  These presentations offer little critical insight as to how evidence presented in the texts would support any of the course’s themes.  Poor presentations fail to prompt class discussion.

